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Medical mishaps occur more often than people may believe. According to John Bonifield
from CNN, Medical errors kill more than 250,000 people in the United States yearly. Due
to this large number of deaths relating to medical errors, hospitals and organizations are
working together to lower the high number of mishaps. “Awareness about the problem has
increased, but we clearly have to do more to get a lot closer to zero,” said Mark Chassin,
President of the Joint Commission. The statistics of medical errors prove that mistakes are
happening more often than they should. Often, individuals believe that these tragedies will
not occur to him or her. Reviewing the statistics of various doctor rules and surgery
reviews will help understand the level of seriousness our hospitals have reached. Through
an understanding of the causes of medical errors, the frequency of medical mishaps will
decrease.Common medical errors include:1. Treating the wrong patient2. Tools left behind
from surgery3. Long waits in the emergency room4. Wrong-site surgery5.Waking up
during surgeryEvery year, nearly 2.5 million people go under the knife unnecessarily, often
with devastating results (Guthrie 164-201). Unnecessary surgery is often performed when
further research by the patient is not executed. If an individual experiences back pain, the
immediate answer should not be surgery unless various tests have shown that surgery
needs to take place. Many Americans place much trust within their doctors to always make
the right decision. We must remember that doctors are humans too and are capable of



making mistakes. The number of questions between a patient and a doctor can never
become too many.Unnecessary surgery does not only cause problems ...... middle of
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