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Often, there are rumblings that the second novel might never have been published if not for the success of the first. this is all that remains." Jodo could be paraphrasing the Portuguese poet Fernando Pessoa: "Rather the bird flying by and leaving no trace / Than the passing beast leaving tracks in the earth."Another character, the benighted cafe
owner, Vasco, is deaf to poetry. The protection of not wanting more." She is unaware that Joao has harbored an ardent passion for a local man, Rui, for almost seven decades; or that he recently found Rui hanging dead from a tree, just after he'd committed suicide; or that Joao's mind, drunk on memories, has a way of corkscrewing into gnomic
epigrams. Clearly, Ali feels like it. Vasco may dream of wooing dollars and euros with plates of pig tails, but his grandmother was so uninterested in self-betterment that when someone installed two windows in her dark house she "boarded them back up again." She was a woman who preferred darkness to change.The reader has the most fun when Ali
introduces a keenly observant older Englishwoman, Eileen, who is traveling through the Alentejo with her fault-finding husband. The chapters are notionally rooted by place, but they bear surprisingly little resemblance to one another — they're like soil samples taken from different corners of a vast and varied terrain, with nothing linking them but the
accident of their geography. Is it possible to judge a sophomore effort solely on its own merits?The prodigiously gifted Monica Ali has found a way to sidestep this booby trap. Coming in FebruaryCritics’ ReviewsEditors’ ChoiceBest Books Through TimeContinue reading the main story'Alentejo Blue,' by Monica AliCredit...Ted McGrathReview by Liesl
SchillingerCALL it the prodigy's paradox: If the world greets an author's first novel with bear hugs and cries of "Huzza," the second effort nearly always gets the cold shoulder, the suspicious look. It's a tricky gambit for an intensely verbal person to try to represent the interior life of an intensely nonverbal one — and that's the job of too many of these
chapters. His own authentic dishes — like his mother's vinegary salad of pig ears and tails — "will bring them flocking," he boasts. To let them loose into the dusty streets of Mamarrosa to act and interact, rather than silently stew, would be a liberation for them — and perhaps for their author. While her powers of projection have force and flavor, the
territory she covers in this virtual Portugal could use less murky signposts.In "Alentejo Blue," Ali's characters are trapped in their own heads. . But is that fair? It's quite a good weapon, actually; a blunt instrument but a strong one."To the extent that an author's characters are her spokesmen, Ali is better represented by Eileen's wry sensibility. The
book unrolls at a non-urgent pace; not allegro, not even andante — largo.In these pages, Ali seems to be teasing out the question of how writing can be used to convey psyches with differing levels of perceptiveness. The certainty of each day like the last. A bird always knows how he feels." Holding Rui's lifeless body, he reflects, "When desire is gone .
I fussed inside my bag, but why I should pretend to be busy, goodness only knows."When Eileen and her husband come across the village's hapless English expat couple, the wife reminds Eileen of her dog "when he's just had his tail trodden on." Eileen's officious husband asks the woman's husband what he does for a living: " 'Chill,' said the man,
'mainly, like,' " and my husband nodded as if he too mainly chilled." Later, when her husband turns his attention back to needling her, Eileen consoles herself with private thoughts of resistance: "You can always defeat sarcasm in the end with cheeriness. He admits to himself that he's a blowhard: "What does he know? It's the kind of achievement that
entitles its creator to sit with her hands folded for the rest of her days, knowing she has produced a lasting work and need only write again if she really feels like it. Its chapters are told from the points of view of different inhabitants of or visitors to the region: an ancient, closeted gay pig farmer; a fat, dimwitted cafe owner; a poor, scatty
Englishwoman and her slovenly family; a predacious, alcoholic English writer; a local girl who wants to be an au pair; vacationers of varying ages and conditions. He regales his clientele with endless tales of his glory days in the 1970's working as a fry cook and bartender on Cape Cod — when he isn't criticizing the village's cruddy new Internet cafe,
which courts tourists and serves toasted cheese sandwiches. "They think they are so clever, they think it is the future, but what do they understand?" he says of his competitors, adding, "I have traveled, you see, and I understand the modern mentality." Yet despite all his bluster, Vasco broods alone in his cafe. The sound of her heels on the cobbles
made me feel lazy and rather disorganized. Her second book, "Alentejo Blue," a loosely interwoven collection of stories set in and around a Portuguese village, has so different a voice, tempo, mood and theme from her first book, "Brick Lane," that the two seem to share no family resemblance, no authorial DNA. And Eileen's unforced wit is a reminder
that humor arises most easily among equals. When Eileen spots a well-groomed cashier leaving the village bank, she suffers a pang of inadequacy: "She looked like the kind of woman who would never leave her cereal bowl in the sink all day. But in "Alentejo Blue," Ali has, for the most part intentionally, sought the company of unmatched sensibilities.
It comes as a relief when a local character slips his or her short imaginative tether and lets an anecdote of village history splash color into Ali's shadow play of blinkered consciousness. Not much."But are such simple folk as romantic or as dull as others may imagine them to be? It's almost as if they were produced by different writers."Brick Lane,"
published three years ago when Ali was 35, is a sprawling yet tightly cohering novel, set in London and Bangladesh, that uses one woman's unwieldy life to put a human face on the struggle between the first world and the third, Islam and secularism, tradition and modernity, fate and free will, men and women, youth and age. Her new book
demonstrates her versatility and hints at the breadth and variety of her interests."Alentejo Blue" is set amid the cork oak forests of the southern Portuguese region known as the Alentejo. The novel isn't a failed experiment, but it is a self-conscious one. Ali seems intent on showing that geography can be illusory: her characters live and breathe not so
much in the Alentejo that surrounds them as in the cul-de-sacs and alleys of their own thoughts.Monica AliCredit...John Foley/OpaleShe takes pains to make her characters distinct, even as she drops hints that this distinctness isn't noticed by the people who know them best. The aspiring au pair who brings him his groceries envies his "simple" life:
"The headaches he had never known. To the villagers of Mamarrosa, the octogenarian pig-keeper, Joao, is simply a quaint old rustic. "A bird, thought Jodo, never has to think about what to do next.

"Alentejo Blue" is the story of a village community in Portugal, told through the lives of men and women whose families have lived there for generations and some who are passing through. For Teresa, a beautiful girl not yet twenty, Mamarrosa is a place from which to escape. ALENTE]JO BLUE. by Monica Ali. BUY NOW FROM. AMAZON BARNES &
NOBLE GET WEEKLY BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS: Email Address Subscribe Tweet. KIRKUS REVIEW. The British Ali follows her stunning debut (Brick Lane, 2003) with these linked stories set in a Portuguese village. Alentejo is an agricultural region of Portugal. ... Alentejo Blue is the story of a village community in Portugal, told through the lives
of men and women whose families have lived there for generations and by some who are passing through.For Teresa, a beautiful girl not yet twenty, Mamarrosa is a place from which to escape. For the dysfunctional Potts family, it is a way of running from trouble (though not eluding it). 23/03/2018 - For those who would like to navigate, Alentejo blue
univers offers ultramarine waters of Amieira Marina - Grande Lago - Alqueva - Europe’s largest artificial lake. Created in 2002 to provide water for Portugal ‘s hottest region Alentejo, the lake offers a variety of boat trips, and aquatic sports. Alentejo Blue is the story of the Portuguese village of Mamarrosa told through the lives of those who live there
and those who are passing through - men and women, children and old people, locals, tourists and expatriates. For some, such as Teresa, a beautiful, dreamy village girl, it is ALENTEJO BLUE is the latest by Monica Ali, who caused quite a buzz with her debut novel, BRICK LANE. I read BRICK LANE shortly before reading ALENTE]JO BLUE, to get a



good comparison between the two, and I have to say that while I felt BRICK LANE was a disappointment after the hoopla at it's publication, ALENTE]JO BLUE is a much more readable book. Alentejo Blue is a collection of loosely connected short stories about the alienated, bored, frustrated people who live in or pass through a small village in the vast
southern plains of Portugal. Alentejo offers little more than a convenience store and a bar, a clean, well-lighted place where patrons can recite old gossip and nurse their ennui. 20/06/2006 - Alentejo Blue is the story of a village community in Portugal, told through the lives of men and women whose families have lived there for generations and some
who are passing through. For Teresa, a beautiful girl not yet twenty, Mamarrosa is a place from which to escape. For the dysfunctional Potts family, it is a way of running from trouble (though not eluding it). Alentejo Blue is a collection of nine vignettes set in fictional Mamarrosa, a village in the Portuguese rural region of Alentejo, a place which
functions as a crossroads for expatriates, ex-centric villagers and odd tourists. The characters’ lives intersect at this particular spot, where their shared sense of frustration is fuelled by their ... Alentejo Blue written by Monica Ali and has been published by this book supported file pdf, txt, epub, kindle and other format this book has been release on
2007 with Large type books categories. For some, the Portuguese village of Mamarrosa is a place from which to escape; for others it is a place to run from trouble.
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