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Simple	past	tense	negative	form

when	was	he	at	the	cinema?	why	did	she	listen?	Positive	with	Other	Verbs	I	walked	(regular)	you	played	(regular)	he	cooked	(regular)	she	listened	(regular)	it	rained	(regular)	we	ate	(irregular)	they	drank	(irregular)	Click	here	for	a	list	of	50	common	irregular	verbs	(PDF	file)	Click	here	for	an	exercise	about	irregular	verbs	in	this	verb	tense	Click	here
for	another	irregular	verb	exercise	In	the	negative	there	aren't	any	irregular	verbs.	I	didn’t	graduate.	how	was	she?	how	did	they	travel?	Let’s	revise	this	content	within	the	{Form}	section.	He	felt	sad	yesterday.	Did	they	watch	a	movie	?	did	it	rain?	were	you	late?	(Here's	some	help	if	you	are	not	sure	how	to	pronounce	'-ed'	at	the	end	of	a	verb).	Take
a	look	at	the	{Example}	section	that	shows	its	use	within	a	context.	was	it	hot?	Prev	Article	Next	Article		Print	This	Post	The	past	simple	is	the	tense	used	to	express	situations,	events	and	actions	that	happened	in	the	past.	When	expressed	in	its	negative	form,	the	verb	denies	something	about	the	subject.	You	didn’t	go	to	work.	And	here's	an	exercise
about	'wh'	questions	Here	are	some	exercises	about	making	all	the	forms:	Mixed	Exercise	1	Mixed	Exercise	2	Mixed	Exercise	3	Mixed	Exercise	4	Click	here	to	learn	about	when	we	use	this	tense	Need	more	practice?	Get	more	Perfect	English	Grammar	with	our	courses.	All	verbs	use	'did	not	(didn't)	+	infinitive':	Negative	Negative	Short	Form	I	did
not	walk	I	didn't	walk	you	did	not	play	you	didn't	play	he	did	not	cook	he	didn't	cook	she	did	not	listen	she	didn't	listen	it	did	not	rain	it	didn't	rain	we	did	not	eat	we	didn't	eat	they	did	not	drink	they	didn't	drink	Here's	an	exercise	about	the	negative	form	Questions	are	also	very	easy.	did	we	eat?	He	didn’t	feel	sad	yesterday.	For	example:	—	“They
didn’t	work	on	an	important	project	yesterday.”	=	The	sentence	is	in	the	past	simple	negative,	so	we	use	did	not	followed	by	the	base	form	of	the	verb	to	work	(didn’t	work).	Did	I	become	a	teacher	?	where	were	you?	She	didn’t	study	in	the	library.	when	were	they	at	work?	They	didn’t	watch	a	movie.	They	didn’t	eat	at	the	restaurant	yesterday.		We
use	past	simple,	in	the	negative	form,	to	deny:	actions,	situations	and	events	that	occurred	and	finished	in	the	past;	repeated	events	and	habits	that	took	place	in	the	past;	past	events	and	with	time	expressions	such	as:	two	weeks	ago,	last	year,	in	2010,	yesterday…	We	use	the	past	simple,	in	its	negative	form,	to	deny	situations	that	occurred	and
finished	in	the	past.	I	didn’t	play	volleyball	when	I	was	a	child.	They	didn’t	have	dinner.	You	didn’t	go	to	the	bed	early.	what	did	you	play?	They	had	dinner	last	night.	The	police	found	some	clues.	Did	he	meet	her	?	I	became	a	teacher	two	years	ago.	(Click	here	to	learn	about	how	to	USE	the	past	simple)	It's	similar	to	the	present	simple	because	it	has
different	rules	for	the	verb	'be',	which	becomes	'was'	or	'were':	The	Past	Simple	with	'be'	Here's	how	to	make	the	positive:	Positive	with	'be'	I	was	cold	you	were	tired	he	was	in	the	garden	she	was	late	it	was	sunny	we	were	on	holiday	they	were	hungry	To	make	the	negative	with	'be',	just	add	'not':	Negative	with	'be'	Negative	Short	Form	I	was	not
sleepy	I	wasn't	sleepy	you	were	not	on	the	bus	you	weren't	on	the	bus	he	was	not	at	school	he	wasn't	at	school	she	was	not	beautiful	she	wasn't	beautiful	it	was	not	cold	it	wasn't	cold	we	were	not	at	work	we	weren't	at	work	they	were	not	tired	they	weren't	tired	Here's	an	exercise	to	practise	the	positive	and	negative	forms	with	'be'	To	make	a
question,	just	like	the	present	simple,	we	change	the	position	of	'was	/	were'	and	the	subject.	did	they	drink?	Did	she	study	in	the	library	?	When	we	use	the	past	simple	in	its	negative	form,	we	start	with	the	subject	followed	by	did	not	and	the	base	form	of	the	verb.	Example	Sentences,	Grammar,	Tenses	POSITIVE	NEGATIVE	QUESTION	He	met	his



wife	6	years	ago.	how	was	it?	We	didn’t	smoke	when	we	were	younger.	We	didn’t	make	a	cake	for	you.	You	went	to	the	bed	early.	I	graduated	from	the	university.	Just	put	'did'	before	the	subject,	and	the	infinitive	after	it.	Here	are	the	past	simple	'yes	/	no'	questions	with	'be':	'Yes	/	No'	Questions	with	'Be'	was	I	sleepy?	where	did	we	eat?	The	positive:
We	usually	make	the	positive	by	adding	'-ed'	to	the	infinitive.	She	studied	in	the	library.	Please,	tell	us	how	to	improve	the	content	here.	Did	I	graduate	?	Short	form	of	the	negative	form	is	didn’t.	did	you	play?	(No	Ratings	Yet)Loading...	We	made	a	cake	for	you.	What	did	you	think	of	our	explanations	and	exercises?	Did	you	go	to	the	bed	early	?	She
didn’t	came	to	my	birthday	party	last	year.	And	here's	an	exercise	about	'yes	/	no'	questions	To	make	a	'wh'	question,	of	course,	put	the	question	word	at	the	beginning	of	the	sentence:	'Wh'	Questions	where	did	I	go?	were	we	hungry?	The	past	simple	of	both	regular	and	irregular*	verbs	in	their	negative	form	has	this	structure:	Subject	+	did	+	not	+
verb	+	…	Did	is	the	past	form	of	the	verb	do.	It's	really	easy	because	'did'	doesn't	change,	even	with	'he	/	she	/	it'.	what	did	he	cook?	Subject	did	+	not	Verb	Short	Form	I	did	not	work	didn’t	You	did	not	work	didn’t	He	did	not	work	didn’t	She	did	not	work	didn’t	It	did	not	work	didn’t	We	did	not	work	didn’t	You	did	not	work	didn’t	They	did	not	work
didn’t	*Questions	and	negatives	of	irregular	verbs	have	the	same	structure	as	regular	verbs.	I	didn’t	plant	some	trees.	Did	we	make	a	cake	for	you	?	He	didn’t	meet	her.	Here	are	the	'yes	/	no'	questions:	'Yes	/	No'	Questions	did	I	walk?	I	didn’t	become	a	teacher.	And	the	'wh'	questions	with	'be'	(the	question	word	just	goes	at	the	beginning,	everything
else	is	the	same):	'Wh'	Questions	with	'Be'	why	was	I	sleepy?	Did	they	have	dinner	last	night	?	did	he	cook?	For	example,	'play'	becomes	'played'.	Did	the	police	find	any	clues	?	were	they	at	work?	And	here's	an	exercise	for	'wh'	and	'yes	/	no'	questions	Here's	another	exercise	with	'be'	(this	time	it's	all	forms	-	positive,	negative	and	questions)	report
this	ad	The	Past	Simple	(Simple	Past)	with	Other	Verbs	We	make	the	past	simple	just	like	the	present	simple	except	we	use	'did'	instead	of	'do	/	does'.	They	watched	a	movie	yesterday.	The	police	didn’t	find	any	clues.	was	he	at	the	cinema?	However,	there	are	some	irregular	verbs,	for	example	'go'	becomes	'went'	and	'run'	becomes	'ran'.	Did	he	feel
sad	yesterday	?	when	did	it	rain?	did	she	listen?	why	were	we	hungry?	was	she	kind?
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