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If you've been teaching with a reading textbook or basal reader, the idea of guiding your readers through an entire novel unit can be overwhelming at first. Add planning your first novel study to the mix, and it can be enough to dissuade even veteran educators. However, incorporating novels and chapter books into your reading instruction doesn't
have to be scary or stressful. Today I want to share the steps I use to plan my novel studies. I'll walk you through the process step-by-step and show you approachable strategies for getting started. I'll also share a free novel study planning roadmap I created to help you plan for your novel study. What is a novel study? Before we dive into planning your
first novel study, it is essential to make sure we're on the same page regarding what a novel study is¢AA!Aand isn't. First off, a novel study is NOT a way to effectively teach phonics and decoding. Younger or struggling readers will also need explicit, sequential phonics instruction to continue building their word attack and decoding skills. In addition,
a novel study is NOT teaching a book. We aren't quizzing kids on what happened on page 54. We don't need them to just be able to regurgitate the text. A novel study is so much more than that. The reality of the situation is we should always center our focus around the fact we teach kids. A novel study allows those kids to develop their reading
comprehension and thinking skills through high-quality literature. It lets them practice and refine their skills related to the standards in a much more engaging format than the typical reading textbook. A novel study is an opportunity to build a love of reading. When done as a whole group, it can create a shared experience that builds communities and
creates connections. And with the right text, it can help the skills and strategies you've been teaching your readers become tangible. What is the purpose of a novel study? There is no onu iveva ,essalc aut al rep oiduts ovoun nu eraredisnoc a otaizini iah odnauQ .orteidni'lla ngised lus itartnecnoc eresse id israrucissa id olleuq orevvad “A ossap otseuQ
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may stop and have discussions. You might also find ways to use additional resources (like movie clips or articles from the news) to build more depth into the conversations or model think-aloud strategies. At the end of the day's reading, the students may be asked to complete a response to literature or summaries of the text. If the text is long, may
have independent reading time to finish the day's chapter. The most common whole-group format tends to fall into a cyclical pattern of read, discuss, respond ¢AAA where students read together before discussing as a group and then independently write a response that synthesizes their thinking.A A The distinguishing feature of a whole-class novel
study is that all students are exposed to the same standards, text, and supplementary materials. Advantages of Whole-Class Novel Studies Builds community and provides a shared experience to hook later lessons uponEasier for the teacher to plan and monitor ¢AAA makes it great for beginnersCan serve as an invitation to help students discover a
new series or genre of book.Provides opportunities for struggling or reluctant readers to engage in rigorous discussions about literature and access lessons on the same higher-level comprehension skills as peers.Allows all readers to access the same culturally relevant or meaningful texts. Disadvantages of Whole-Class Novel Studies Easy to

incorporate ineffective/harmful practices ¢AAA like round-robin reading.Harder to encourage equal participation ¢AAA reluctant learners may sit back and allow peers to dominate the discussionToo often becomes one-size-fits-all teaching without differentiation in the novel study activities Small-Group Novel Studies ¢AAA Literature Circles/ Book
Clubs If you've got children at a variety of different readiness levels or a large class, you may decide that small groups would work better for your novel study. With a small group novel study, each group has its own text. can be working on the same skill as other groups or a different set of skills. The small group reads together and discusses daily
reading. Roles are often used to help manage group time together. After the end, students can complete a reflection or answer a question that links to the discussion. Advantages of Small Group Novel Studies Excellent to support students' social skills and conversations Offers opportunities to explore a theme or idea from numerous perspectives. It
allows students to have a more accessible text to them w/ equal to the same level of general reading. Each group can have tailored tasks for their individual needs. Provides a semi-structured opportunity for students to take control of their learning Disadvantages of Small Group Novel Study Groups can be a challenge for teachers - not ideal for
beginners. Requires planning for several novels and the ability to monitor and support different groups of students simultaneously. Groups can quickly descend from the task or off-piste in their discussions without an adult monitor. Teaching opportunities missed during the movement between groups. Hard to unify the floor so that all groups are
ready to move to a new unit at the same time. Independent studies In this format, students complete a new study alone or with some education one out of one by a teacher or guide. With an independent study of novels, each student has a different text based on their own interests or needs. They read independently (or with the teacher) and then work
to respond to literature. Mini-lections can be provided to small groups working on the same skill, but overall the student is workingAdvantages of doing independent novel studies offers each student the possibility of finding a book that piques their interest. Excellent for lessons with students with different interests or skills levels. Promotes
independent study skills and puts students in control control their learning. great for advanced students or how to involve the first finitors in an extended project. removes element of comparison between peerscan be done on a student-by-student basis to supplement the curriculumoffers students near mastery the opportunity to apply comprehension
skills disadvantages of independent studies novel large amounts of planning & prep requires the teacher to read and be familiar with multiple Texts. not ideal for education-project more for practical application/ability by selecting the text for your new study activities since we spent some time outlining the different framework you could select for your
new study, I will use this section to outline the way you choose your texts. Please know that I support you to read all the novels you expect to use in new classroom studies before making selections. However, I know that this is not always feasible. Therefore, at least, you should look at the synops and some online reviews to ensure you are not
surprised by some unexpected content or language. the last thing you want is to expose students to something they are not ready to manage a parent or an angry administrator for selecting your novel. said this, when it comes to choosing your novels, you will find many different ideas about the right way to make your decisions. Honestly, most of the
decision depends on your goal and your class situation and you probably won't find two equal years. the great news is that the novel is destined for flexibility. For example, with the current state of online learning, you may want to select texts available digitally, such as those of platforms like Epic.a (don't worry,more on how to adjust a new study for
digital learning soon.) For those of you who do self learning, you may also considerYou have enough copies of a book available on your campus before selecting it. If you need ideas for places to find cheaps of cheap books, take a look at my post on ways to build your class library with a limited budget. We also advise you to consider your students and
their current skills. The selection of a too difficult or too simple book can bring students to disengage. While there are many conversations on the importance of choosing a book at the right level for your readers, the reading level is just a small piece of cié that you need to consider. We also advise you to consider the basic experiences, interests and
passions of your students. Selecting a book on a group of teenage girls trying to make the dance team may not be the best choice for your pre-adolescent football lovers. You have to consider the audience you hope to reach. Research has shown that students prefer books that reflect some aspects of their lived experience (Ghani, 2009). Even the texts
that discuss the social and relational issues that arise during young people make great choices for the construction of connections. The adequacy of the content is also fundamental. Having said that, this can be a little more demanding when you have a young reader who has advanced skills or a more old player fighting. To help you start, I included a
list of 100 popular novels in driving freedom. Your local school or library can also be an exceptional person to connect to to get suggestions. Step 4: Create the temporal sequence. Now that you have your foundations, we advise you to create a time sequence and plan how you will evaluate the understanding of the students. When I consider how much
a new study should take, I think of time We will be able to devote ourselves to the book every day and any programming problem (such as extensive breaks). As a personal preference, I try to break the novel uniformly in weeks to start a Monday and finish on Friday. While we can Pre-reading or post-reading activities falling out of that window, I find
that planning using a weekly calendar makes things easier to manage. I included a planning table in the Free Novel Study Roadmap to help you when you start planning. I also like to consider the book or books I'm using in my novel studio. Longer novels usually require longer units. I don't want to run so long that we lack opportunities for
conversation and learning. However, I do not want to drag it out if the text is short. With the creation of a general timeline, I can see how best to break the novel into digestible pieces and where each of the standards I have identified in stage 2 would be better suited. Step 5: Map your Unit Plan We are finally here!! The mapping of your unit is the
final step you will take before you are actually ready for implementation. At this point, you're digging into the flesh of your new studio. You will find that my approach to the mapping process could be a little different from other study supporters. For me, there are two significant components to consider during mapping - understanding and vocabulary
skills. Personally, I claim that you focus on an understanding skill every day. Like I said before, we teach children, not books. There's no reason I'm asking a student to sit down and answer 10 questions about the two chapters they read. Instead, I would rather ask them a question that really makes them apply the understanding strategy and their
thoughts and ideas to better understand the text. When I conduct a new study, this format allows me to provide more targeted instructions and focus on mastery building than surface level. My experience was that it makes it easier for studentsTake this skill and apply it late. I also recommend limiting the number of words vocabulary that is excavated
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focus of understanding in language suitable for students. I add them to my calendar as the "skill of the day". From there, a profound profound generation question connected to the daily skill. (Although sometimes I draft these as I'm reading the chapters and assigning skills, this is the stage where I polish the questions.) For example, I could ask
students to identify the narrator and point of view a story is told from. This would adequately cover the standard in many grade levels. However, my goal is to get students thinking, talking, and writing about their reading, and listing the narrator and point of view is a simple one-sentence answer. As an alternative, I might ask students to explain how
the narrator's perspective impacts the reader's understanding of the story. By doing this, I've pushed my students to identify the narrator and point of view while encouraging them to think about impacting their experience as readers. Whether you're working with children or adolescents, finding ways to build deep thinking and opportunities to share
their own perspectives. At the same time, applying comprehension skills creates a richer, more meaningful, and much more engaging experience for learners. Identifying Key Academic & Text-Based Vocabulary After I've aligned all my comprehension skills, I like to take time to review the reading and select the text-based and academic vocabulary
that will support y student's understanding. You may introduce context clues or dictionary skills. You may also teach students to analyze figurative language as part of vocabulary building. Regardless of the strategies you teach, you'll also want to consider having students define the word in their own terms, create a nonlinguistic representation, and
hook the term (via synonyms and antonyms) to words they already know. The main thing is to keep vocabulary instruction short and to the point. In about 10 minutes, you can teach and find ways to apply most vocabulary words beyond the text¢AA!Abecause we teach kids, not books (see the theme here?). Consider Pre-Reading Hooks and Post-
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