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If youre a gun owner and reside in West Virginia or plan to visit the state, its essential to be well-informed about the laws and regulations surrounding concealed carry permits. This article provides an in-depth overview of West Virginias concealed carry laws, application process, reciprocity, and location restrictions to ensure you understand your
rights and responsibilities. West Virginia is a shall-issue state, meaning if you meet all the specified requirements, you are entitled to receive a concealed carry permit. However, its crucial to understand the rules and restrictions to ensure safe and lawful firearm ownership and carry. To be eligible for a concealed carry permit, you must be at least
twenty-one years old and a resident of West Virginia or a member of the United States Armed Forces posted in the state. If you are between eighteen and twenty years old, you can apply for a provisional concealed handgun license. West Virginia honors concealed carry permits issued by other states, and in turn, other states recognize West Virginias
concealed handgun licenses. However, reciprocity varies from state to state, so its essential to familiarize yourself with the specific laws of the state you intend to visit. See also West Virginia Constitutional Carry While having a concealed carry permit grants you the right to carry your firearm in many places, some locations are considered off-limits.
These include: Schools and educational facilities Courtrooms and state capitol buildings Prisons and correctional facilities Areas with posted firearm restrictions On the other hand, there are no restrictions on carrying concealed firearms in the following locations: Restaurants and bars (unless they have signage prohibiting it) Personal vehicles
Roadsides and rest areas State and national parks, forests, and wildlife management areas Places of worship (unless they prohibit firearms on their premises) Under the Law Enforcement Officers Safety Act, active and retired law enforcement officers can carry concealed firearms nationwide without being subject to state or municipal gun laws.
However, retired officers must meet specific qualifications and carry appropriate identification. Unlike some states, West Virginia does not require a purchase permit or firearm registration. Private gun dealers are not obligated to conduct criminal background checks, but licensed dealers must perform this check before selling a firearm. To apply for
a concealed carry permit in West Virginia, you must meet several requirements, including age, completion of a firearm training course, citizenship, residency, and a clean criminal record. The application process involves completing a firearm training course, obtaining the application form, submitting the necessary documents, and paying the required
fees. The sheriffs office will conduct an investigation before forwarding the application to the West Virginia State Police for final processing. See also West Virginia Hunting The West Virginia CCW permit is valid for five years, after which you must apply for renewal. The application fee for initial and renewal permits is twenty-five dollars, with an
additional twenty-five dollars for the background check. The processing period for the permit application is forty-five days. Obtaining a concealed carry permit in West Virginia requires fulfilling specific requirements, and understanding the location restrictions is crucial to avoid legal complications. Responsible firearm ownership and carry are
essential to ensure safety for oneself and others. If you plan to carry a concealed firearm in another state, make sure to check reciprocity agreements and comply with their laws to exercise your rights lawfully. Q1. For How Long Will My West Virginia CCW Permit Last? The West Virginia concealed carry permit is valid for five years. After this period,
you must apply for a renewal to continue carrying concealed firearms legally. Q2. How Much Is West Virginia CCW Permit Application? The application fee for both initial and renewal permits is twenty-five dollars. Additionally, there is a twenty-five-dollar fee for the background check. Q3. When Will I Get My West Virginia CCW Permit? The
processing period for the permit application is approximately forty-five days. After your application is approved, you will receive a notification to pick up your permit. Q4. What is a Provisional Concealed Handgun License? West Virginia offers a provisional concealed handgun license for individuals between the ages of eighteen and twenty. This license
allows them to carry a concealed handgun until they turn twenty-one. See also West Virginia Gun LawsQ5. Can I Carry Concealed in West Virginia with a License from Another State? Yes, West Virginia recognizes concealed carry permits issued by every other state in the country. If you possess a valid license from another state, you can legally carry
concealed in West Virginia. West Virginia gun laws are some of the most relaxed in the United States.The state is a constitutional carry state, which means WV concealed carry permit rules are virtually non-existent. HOW TO GET A CONCEALED CARRY PERMIT IN WEST VIRGINIAWest Virginia lawmakers believe that everyone has a constitutional
right to carry a firearm. But there are a few common sense restrictions in place that ensure that safety comes first. A person doesnt need a permit or license to carry as long as theyre at least 18 years old.The person must also be allowed to legally carry a firearm under state and federal laws.Concealed carry is different, and if you want to be able to
conceal carry, you need to be at least 21 years old.Persons that are between the age of 18 and 20 will be required to have a provisional CHL license. HOW TO OBTAIN A CHL LICENSEObtaining a CHL license is still possible, and its required for persons between the age of 18 and 20. If you plan to carry in another state, youll likely need to obtain your
license. There are two types of licenses offered in WV:Provisional. A provisional license is available for anyone between the age of 18 and 21.0Optional. The optional license is for anyone that is older than 21 years of age and wants to be able to obtain their license even though they live in a constitutional carry state.You will need to show proof of live
firing. Youll also need to take a handgun safety and training course.New permits will take 45 days to process at a cost of $75. You will be contacted when its time to pick up your permit or license.If youre a non-resident, you will not be allowed to obtain a CHL from West Virginia. HOW LONG ARE CHL LICENSES VALID FOR IN WEST VIRGINIA?When
you obtain your license, there will be two different expiration dates, depending on the license obtained.Provisional CHL licenses expire when the licensee turns 21.0Optional licenses are issued for a period of 5 yearsHOW LONG IS A CONCEALED CARRY CLASS CERTIFICATE GOOD FOR IN WV?Concealed carry class certificates are administered by
different entities. Training for handguns must be provided by one of the following:Safety or training courses provided by the NRACourses offered by law enforcement organizations and offered to the general publicHandgun courses offered by a handgun instructor that is state- or NRA-certifiedClasses offered by the US military or equivalentThere is no
mention of how long your class certificate is valid for in the state, but all applicants must apply with a photocopy of their certificate of course completion. If a certificate is not provided, the instructor must provide an affidavit of completion or another document that verifies that the licensee successfully passed their training. HOW TO RENEW YOUR
CONCEALED CARRY PERMIT IN WVYoure not required to have your permit if youre 21 or older, but if you do want to continue with your permit, there will be a renewal required every five years. The current fee for a CHL license renewal is $75.When you apply for renewal, the signature must be written in front of a notary.Youll also be required to
take the following with you when you apply:Drivers licenseCurrent permitAll applicants will need to undergo an NICS background check before being approved. HOW WEST VIRGINIA HANDLES HANDGUN PURCHASESWest Virginias purchasing of handguns is also very unrestrictive, and its easy for almost anyone to purchase a handgun in the state.
A few exceptions to the rules do exist. You must meet the following to purchase a handgun:21 years of age or olderState IDBackground check by a licensed dealerBut unlike other states, private sellers are not required to conduct a background check on the applicant. Other restrictions may apply, and these include: persons that are a fugitive from
justice, convicts that have been convicted of a crime that is punishable by a year of imprisonment or a person convicted of domestic violence.All gun stores will be required to conduct a background check on buyers. WHAT STATES HONOR A WV CONCEALED CARRY PERMIT?Since you do not need a concealed carry permit in West Virginia, its
important that you research any states that you visit to understand their laws. Youll likely need to have a permit unless the state is another constitutional carry state.States that will recognize West Virginias CHL license include:[one third]Alaska*Arizona*ColoradoDelawareFloridalowaKansas*Louisiana[/one third]

[one_ third]Maine**MinnesotaMississippiNebraskaNevadaNew HampshireNew MexicoNorth Dakota[/one_third][one third last]PennsylvaniaSouth CarolinaSouth DakotaTexasVermont*VirginiaWisconsin**[/one third last]Restrictions apply in some states:* local restrictions vary, does not require CHL** recognizes CHLs issued after June 8. 2012*%**
carry allowed, does not recognize CHLThere are also states that recognize provisional concealed carry licenses and concealed handgun licenses.These states include:[one third]ArkansasGeorgialdahoIndianaKentucky[/one third][one third]MichiganMissouriMontanaNorth CarolinaOhio[/one third]

[one third last]OklahomaTennesseeUtahWyoming[/one third last]All other states and territories do not honor West Virginia licenses. LOCATION RESTRICTIONS IN WEST VIRGINIAWest Virginia, like other states, has many places that are off-limits for concealed carry. These places include:State capitolAreas that have signs indicating restrictions on
weaponsPlaces where carrying firearms is prohibited under federal law]ails, correction centers or equivalentSchool busPrimary or secondary schoolWhere municipal codes applyProperties that prohibit firearms by the owner or lessee of the propertyYoure allowed to carry in:All state areas that are not off limitsState parksState forestsRoadside rest
areasYoure also allowed to carry in your vehicle. You do not need to notify an officer that youre carrying. Unlike many other states, youre allowed to carry in a restaurant. But if the establishment has signage prohibiting firearms, you may not carry despite this law.For more information visit . To renew your concealed carry permit in West Virginia, you
will need to submit an application to the sheriff of the county where you reside, along with the required fee and proof of completion of a firearms training course within the past five years.FAQs about renewing a concealed carry permit in WV1. When should I start the renewal process?You should start the renewal process at least 90 days before your
current permit expires. Is this article helpful to you? 2. What documents do I need to submit when renewing?You will need to submit a completed application form, the renewal fee, and proof of completion of a firearms training course. See 3,000+ New Gun Deals HERE 3. How much does it cost to renew a concealed carry permit in WV?The renewal
fee is $75 for residents and $100 for non-residents. See 3,000+ New Gun Deals HERE 4. How long does it take to process a renewal application?The processing time varies by county, but it typically takes 45-60 days.5. Can I renew my permit if it has already expired?You can still renew your permit within 90 days of its expiration, but you will have to
pay a $15 late fee.6. Do I need to undergo another background check when renewing?Yes, a new background check is required for every renewal.7. Can I renew my permit by mail?Yes, you can submit your renewal application and supporting documents by mail to the sheriffs office. See 3,000+ New Gun Deals HERE 8. Is there a grace period for
expired permits?There is no grace period for expired permits, and you cannot legally carry a concealed weapon with an expired permit.9. Do I need to provide references when renewing?No, references are not required for permit renewals in WV.10. Can I renew my permit online?At this time, the renewal process must be completed in person or by
mail.11. What should I do if my renewal application is denied?If your renewal application is denied, you have the right to appeal the decision.12. Can I carry a concealed weapon with a pending renewal application?As long as your renewal application is submitted before your current permit expires, you can legally carry a concealed weapon while your
renewal is being processed.13. Is there a training course requirement for permit renewal?Yes, you must provide proof of completion of a firearms training course within the past five years.14. Can I renew my permit if I have moved to a different county in WV?If you have moved to a different county, you will need to apply for a new permit in your new
county of residence.15. What should I do if my permit is lost or stolen during the renewal process?If your permit is lost or stolen, you should report it to the sheriffs office and request a replacement before completing the renewal process. Renewing your concealed carry permit in West Virginia is a straightforward process, but its essential to
understand the requirements and timelines to ensure you remain compliant with state law. To renew, youll need to submit an application to the Sheriffs Office in the county where you reside before your current permit expires. Youll generally need to provide proof of residency, a copy of your expiring permit, and payment of the renewal
fee.Understanding West Virginias Concealed Carry LawsBefore diving into the renewal process, its beneficial to understand the basics of West Virginias concealed carry laws. West Virginia is a shall-issue state, meaning that if you meet the states requirements, the Sheriff must issue you a concealed carry permit. This contrasts with may-issue states
where the issuing authority has more discretion. Knowing your rights and responsibilities as a permit holder is crucial for responsible gun ownership and avoiding legal trouble. Is this article helpful to you? The Renewal Process: A Step-by-Step GuideRenewing your West Virginia concealed carry permit involves several key steps:1. Determine Your
Renewal TimelineYour permit is valid for five years from the date of issuance. Its critical to start the renewal process well before your permit expires to avoid any lapse in coverage. West Virginia law allows you to begin the renewal process within 90 days of your permits expiration date. Check your permit for the exact expiration date and mark your
calendar accordingly.2. Obtain the Renewal ApplicationContact the Sheriffs Office in your county of residence to obtain the renewal application form. Many Sheriffs Offices now provide these forms online for easy access and download. Alternatively, you can visit the Sheriffs Office in person to pick up a physical copy.3. Complete the Application
FormCarefully fill out the renewal application form, providing accurate and up-to-date information. Be sure to answer all questions truthfully and completely. Any false statements or omissions could lead to denial of your application.4. Gather Required DocumentsYoull need to gather several documents to submit with your renewal application. These
typically include:A copy of your expiring West Virginia concealed carry permit.Proof of West Virginia residency. Acceptable forms of proof include a valid West Virginia drivers license, a utility bill in your name, or a property tax receipt.A recent passport-style photograph. Check with your local Sheriffs Office for specific photo requirements.5. Pay the
Renewal FeeThe renewal fee for a West Virginia concealed carry permit is typically lower than the fee for an initial application. Contact your local Sheriffs Office to confirm the exact amount and acceptable methods of payment (cash, check, money order, etc.).6. Submit Your ApplicationSubmit your completed application form, required documents,
and payment to the Sheriffs Office in your county of residence. You can typically submit your application in person or by mail. If submitting by mail, consider sending it via certified mail with return receipt requested to ensure its received.7. Background CheckThe Sheriffs Office will conduct a background check to ensure you are still eligible to
possess a concealed carry permit. This typically involves checking state and federal databases for any criminal history or disqualifying factors.8. Await Approval and IssuanceOnce your application has been processed and your background check has been cleared, the Sheriffs Office will issue your renewed concealed carry permit. The processing time
can vary depending on the workload of the Sheriffs Office, but it typically takes several weeks. Contact the Sheriffs Office if you havent received your permit within a reasonable timeframe. See 3,000+ New Gun Deals HERE 9. Review and Understand the Updated LawsEven if youre renewing, its always a good idea to review and understand any
recent changes to West Virginias concealed carry laws. Staying informed about the legal requirements for carrying a concealed firearm is crucial for responsible gun ownership.Maintaining Your PermitOnce youve successfully renewed your permit, its important to maintain it by adhering to all applicable laws and regulations. This includes:Carrying
your permit with you whenever you are carrying a concealed firearm.Informing law enforcement officers that you have a concealed carry permit during any interaction.Knowing and complying with all restrictions on where you can carry a concealed firearm.Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) About Renewing a West Virginia Concealed Carry
PermitHere are 15 frequently asked questions about renewing a West Virginia concealed carry permit, designed to provide additional clarity and address common concerns:1. Can I renew my permit if Ive moved out of West Virginia?No, you must be a resident of West Virginia to renew a West Virginia concealed carry permit. If youve moved out of
state, your West Virginia permit is no longer valid, and youll need to apply for a permit in your new state of residence.2. What happens if I let my permit expire?If your permit expires, you will have to apply for a new permit as if you were a first-time applicant. This means you will need to complete the initial application process, including providing
proof of training and paying the higher initial application fee.3. Do I need to take another firearms training course to renew my permit?No, West Virginia law does not require you to take another firearms training course to renew your concealed carry permit.4. What if I have a criminal record?Having a criminal record may disqualify you from
obtaining or renewing a concealed carry permit in West Virginia. The Sheriffs Office will conduct a background check to determine your eligibility. Certain felonies and misdemeanor convictions can be disqualifying.5. Can I carry a concealed weapon in another state with my West Virginia permit?West Virginia has reciprocity agreements with many
other states, allowing you to carry a concealed weapon in those states with your West Virginia permit. However, its essential to research the laws of the specific state you plan to visit to ensure you comply with their requirements.6. How long does it take to process a renewal application?The processing time for a renewal application can vary
depending on the workload of the Sheriffs Office. It typically takes several weeks, but its best to contact your local Sheriffs Office for a more accurate estimate.7. What if my permit is lost or stolen?If your permit is lost or stolen, you should immediately report it to the Sheriffs Office in the county where you reside. You can then apply for a replacement
permit.8. Can I renew my permit online?Currently, online renewal is not available in all West Virginia counties. Check with your local Sheriffs Office to see if they offer online renewal options. Many are moving towards online processes.9. Is there a grace period after my permit expires?No, there is no grace period after your permit expires. You are
not legally allowed to carry a concealed firearm in West Virginia without a valid permit.10. What if I am denied a renewal?If your renewal application is denied, you will receive a written explanation from the Sheriffs Office. You may have the right to appeal the denial to a court of law.11. Can I carry a concealed weapon in a school zone with my
permit?West Virginia law restricts the carrying of firearms in certain locations, including school zones. Its crucial to understand these restrictions to avoid violating the law. Check the specific regulations for schools and other prohibited locations.12. What types of firearms can I carry with my permit?Your West Virginia concealed carry permit allows
you to carry handguns. It does not typically cover other types of firearms, such as rifles or shotguns. See 3,000+ New Gun Deals HERE 13. Does my permit cover me while hunting?Generally, your concealed carry permit does not supersede hunting regulations. During hunting season, you must comply with all applicable hunting laws, including
restrictions on the types of firearms you can use and where you can carry them. See 3,000+ New Gun Deals HERE 14. What should I do if I move within West Virginia?If you move within West Virginia, you are typically not required to update your permit with your new address. However, its a good idea to notify the Sheriffs Office in your original
county of residence of your change of address.15. Where can I find more information about West Virginias concealed carry laws?You can find more information about West Virginias concealed carry laws on the West Virginia Legislatures website or by contacting the West Virginia Attorney Generals Office. You can also consult with a qualified attorney
who specializes in firearms law.By following these guidelines and understanding the requirements, you can ensure a smooth and successful renewal of your West Virginia concealed carry permit. Always prioritize responsible gun ownership and stay informed about the latest laws and regulations. In order to apply for an initial conceal carry permit at
the Hancock County Sheriffs Office, you must be a Hancock County, WV resident. Please bring a West Virginia drivers license or state issued ID, the original certificate from the gun safety course required prior to application and the fee amount. If you are renewing your current permit, you need to bring your drivers license or photo ID, a completed
application and the fee. The fee for the West Virginia Concealed Pistol/Revolver License can be paid by cash or check. Checks need to be made out to the Sheriff of Hancock County; one in the amount of $25 and one in the amount of $75. The fees for the permit are as follows: $25 Non-refundable Application Fee $25 West Virginia State Police Fee $5
Duplicate license Fee All fees will be accepted at the time of application and should an application be denied, the Hancock County Sheriffs Office will issue a refund for the $25 West Virginia State Police Fee. A copy of the application can be downloaded and brought to the office, or one can be filled out at the office. It can be notarized prior to
submission or done so at the Hancock County Sheriffs Office. The Hancock County Sheriffs Office provides a list of approved firearm safety course instructors who have provided adequate information pertaining to the course along with the proper credentials. A firearm safety course can be taken with any instructor even if that individual is not on the
list already. In the event the instructor is not on the list, the Hancock County Sheriffs Office will need a colored copy of the Instructors drivers license, a colored copy of the NRA Instructors Credential Card (should be wallet sized card), and contact information such as a telephone number. These items can be brought to the Hancock County Sheriffs
Office in person. All applications are processed in office between 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. If you have any other questions, please feel free to give our office a call at (304) 564-3911.
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