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In April 2003 the BBC's Big Read began the search for the nation's best-loved novel, and we asked you to nominate your favourite books. Below and on the next page are all the results from number 1 to 100 in numerical order! Page 2 In April 2003 the BBC's Big Read began the search for the nation's best-loved novel, and we asked you to nominate
your favourite books. Below and on the previous page are all the results from number 1 to 100! Share copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you
follow the license terms. Attribution You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your
contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable
exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. The classic novels on this list are my (non-exhaustive) selection of must-read books for anyone who wants to gain
a better understanding of English literature. What counts as English literature spans over a thousand years, but youll find most of the great classics that well-educated people are often expected to have read whats known as the canon were primarily written in the 19th century or a little after, so this list focuses on that time period. Whether youre a
native English speaker or just learning, add these books to your reading list and make it your mission to read them all before the year is out. Reading novels is a great way to accelerate your English language skills; if youre ready to take the next step towards fluency, why not learn English as a Foreign Language on campus as part of our Oxford
summer courses. 1. Wuthering Heights, by Emily BrontThis tumultuous tale of life in a bleak farmhouse on the Yorkshire moors is a popular set text for GCSE and A-level English study, but away from the demands of the classroom its easier to enjoy its drama and intensity. Populated largely by characters whose inability to control their own emotions
leads to violence and revenge, its a tale that spans two generations and two families. At the heart of the story is the mysterious gypsy, Heathcliff, adopted as a ragamuffin child into the Earnshaw family to live at Wuthering Heights. As he grows up, he becomes close to his adopted sister Cathy, falling in love with her only to be met with crushing
disappointment when she marries Edgar Linton, a kind and gentle man from neighbouring Thrushcross Grange. Heathcliff disappears and returns a rich, educated man bent on revenge.2. Middlemarch, by George EliotMiddlemarch, subtitled A Study of Provincial Life, is the story of the inhabitants of a Midlands village in the 1830s. Masterfully
weaving together several plotlines, the novel charts the fortunes of an interesting cast of characters, exploring their motivations, delusions and preoccupations. The remarkable thing about Middlemarch is the detail and realism with which George Eliot describes emotions. Feelings you thought were unique to you are described here in a way that
could be describing your own thoughts. Its one of the reasons why Middlemarch has been described the likes of Martin Amis and Julian Barnes as one of the greatest English novels ever written; read it and youll soon find yourself agreeing with them.3. Nineteen Eighty-Four, by George OrwellNineteen Eighty-Four makes depressing but essential
reading. Published in 1949, its the authors vision of a dystopian future dominated by totalitarian state surveillance, mind control and perpetual war. At the centre of the novel is Winston, whose job is to rewrite old news stories so that they toe the party line, whom we follow in his quest for rebellion against the government he works for. Its memorable
opening line sets the unsettling tone for the rest of this uncomfortable novel: It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking thirteen. You probably already use phrases from this influential book without necessarily knowing it; Big Brother and Room 101 are both references taken from this novel. As you read Nineteen Eighty-Four, ask
yourself: how close do you think Orwells vision is to how society is today?4. The Lord of the Rings, by J.R.R. TolkienIf you havent read the book, youll almost certainly have seen Peter Jacksons epic three-part movie adaptation of it. Incredible though the films are, theres inevitably a lot missing from them and its well worth persevering with the books
slowish start to follow the journey of Frodo and friends more closely. If youre not familiar with the story, The Lord of the Rings tells the story of a hobbit, Frodo, who must undertake a dangerous mission to the dark land of Mordor to destroy a powerful ring a weapon that absolutely corrupts those who come under its power. As youll soon find out,
thats a highly simplified plot summary!Reading the book, youll be hard-pressed not to gain a deep admiration for the detail and thought Tolkien put into creating his imaginary world; languages, detailed family trees, maps, rich histories and backstories all add to the sense of realism one feels when absorbed in Tolkiens work. Youll also spot some of
Tolkiens influences, such as Nordic mythology and the Anglo-Saxon poem Beowulf (read this poem alongside Tolkien and youll notice where his inspiration for the Golden Hall came from). If youre new to Tolkien, you might like to read The Hobbit beforehand; its a lighter read than The Lord of the Rings and it sets the backdrop for the events of the
tome that follows it. 5. Diary of a Nobody, by George and Weedon GrossmithIf youve ever in need of a little gentle comic relief, you cant do much better than the delightful Diary of a Nobody. Its the (made-up) diary of a self-important Victorian lower-middle class gentleman, Charles Pooter, in which he details the day-to-day household quandaries and
social embarrassments we can all relate to. It was serialised in Punch magazine in Victorian times, and its a charming insight into what the Victorians found funny but in many places, its still laugh-out-loud funny to the modern reader.6. His Dark Materials, trilogy by Philip PullmanPhilip Pullmans His Dark Materials is comprised of three novels:
Northern Lights (known in the US as The Golden Compass), The Subtle Knife and The Amber Spyglass. The story is set in a fantasy world that contains numerous parallel universes, some of which bear some resemblance to real-life Oxford. Lyra, the protagonist, inhabits the fictional Jordan College, Oxford, in a world in which human beings are
accompanied by animal embodiments of their souls, called daemons. The initial similarities and intriguing differences between Lyras world and real life will draw you in right from the start, and youre sure to be gripped as you accompany Lyra on a journey that sees her coming of age and discovering that space and time are not what she expected. If
you want to do some background reading, try Miltons epic poem Paradise Lost, of which Pullmans trilogy is a partial reinvention.7. Jane Eyre, by Charlotte BrontThis novel by Emily Bronts elder sister Charlotte has inspired numerous film adaptations, and tells the tale of a young governess, Jane Eyre, who goes to live and work in a foreboding country
house with an eccentric master, Edward Rochester, who hides a dark secret in a remote wing of his sprawling home. The story focuses on Janes transition to adulthood, told from her perspective in the first person. Throughout the novel we observe her sense of morality, which is tested by the situations she finds herself in first during her abusive
childhood and then in her response to the passionate feelings she experiences towards Mr. Rochester.8. Great Expectations, by Charles DickensHere is another coming-of-age story, and arguably one of the greatest ever told. If you think Charles Dickens is boring, or youve been put off him by studying him at school, please give him another chance.
Like all his novels, Great Expectations is full of humour and populated by an entertaining cast of brilliantly-named characters. It tells the tale of Pip, an orphan from a poor background who learns a valuable lesson in life after his acquisition of personal wealth proves an unsatisfying experience that changes him for the worse, driving him away from
the only people whove ever loved him.Along the way he meets the enigmatic Miss Havisham, an old lady jilted at the altar decades ago, who has frozen everything in her house at the moment at which her life was so tragically altered. The image of her wedding cake, still on the table but covered in cobwebs and mould, is one of many enduring and
vivid scenes in this brilliant novel, which explores a number of moral themes including what it means to be a gentleman.9. Rebecca, by Daphne du MaurierEven if youre not normally into the Gothic, Rebecca is sure to have you gripped. Its nameless narrator tells the chilling tale of her experiences at Manderley, the house at the centre of the story,
after marrying Maxim de Winter, its owner. Manderley proves to be haunted by memories of Maxims previous wife, Rebecca, who drowned the previous year; and the creepy Mrs. Danvers, the housekeeper, is determined to show Maxims new wife that she is no replacement for her beloved Rebecca. We follow the second Mrs. de Winter as she
struggles to fit in at Manderley and uncovers the truth behind who Rebecca really was and what really happened to her. Its opening lines will haunt you as theyve haunted the millions of readers whove enjoyed Rebecca since its publication in 1938: Last night I dreamt I went to Manderley again.10. Any Jane Austen novellt was impossible to choose
just one Jane Austen novel for this list, as theyre all absolutely brilliant and packed full of interesting and sometimes amusing characters and heroines you cant fail to love. As well as being entertaining stories in themselves, Jane Austens novels are recognised for their historical importance thanks to their social commentary on the Georgian
aristocracy. Austen herself was on the outskirts of the aristocracy, well-placed to write about the people and situations she undoubtedly met with in real life. Pride and Prejudice, Emma, Sense and Sensibility, Mansfield Park, Persuasion, Northanger Abbey; take your pick, but if forced to choose, my personal favourite is Emma, the tale of a well-
meaning but headstrong young woman who makes it her mission to act as matchmaker to local villagers with disastrous consequences both to them and to her own chances of romance.11. Far from the Madding Crowd, by Thomas HardyThomas Hardys evocative novel Far from the Madding Crowd is set in Wessex, an early region of south-west
England that no longer exists but is used to conjure up a sense of a place neither real nor made-up an agricultural England that, during Hardys lifetime, was under threat from industrialisation. Rural life is a central theme in a story that follows the shepherd Gabriel Oak and his love for Bathsheba Everdene, a beautiful and independent newcomer to
the local farm shes just inherited.Unfortunately, Oak isnt the only one with his eye on the wilful Bathsheba, and two rivals appear on the scene in the shape of another farmer, Mr. Boldwood, and a dashing but rakish soldier, Sergeant Troy. Love and its sometimes dangerous and destructive power are explored among a number of other themes,
including luck and tragedy.12. Brideshead Revisited, by Evelyn WaughEvelyn Waughs portrayal of the trials and tribulations of an aristocratic family and their friend, the narrator Charles Ryder, has been an inspiration to plenty of Oxford applicants, who hope to recreate the evocative Oxfordian scenes described in the early parts of the book complete
with Sebastians famous teddy bear, Aloysius. But theres a lot more to Brideshead Revisited than idyllic Oxford life and decadent scenes involving Champagne and quail eggs. At its heart is the tale of a young mans struggle with Roman Catholicism and with his own family, but there are many other themes running through it, including the decline of
the English stately home after the two World Wars and a longing for the bygone era of the English nobility.Brideshead Revisited was adapted into a landmark television series with Jeremy Irons in the role of Charles Ryder; once youve read the book this makes wonderful viewing, sticking closely to the book. With Irons velvet tones vividly bringing to
life Waughs words, this is one television adaptation that, in my opinion, will actually help you gain a deeper appreciation of the book. These remarkable novels have all left their mark on popular culture and embedded themselves into the English psyche. Once youve read them all, youll have more of an idea of where your own literary tastes lie and you
can make up your own list by taking from this one and adding your own.If these books thrilled you and youd love to learn about taking your next steps in English literature, why not join our Philosophy, Literature and Modern History Summer School on campus at Yale University this summer.Images: Winslow Homer Painting So we asked our readers
to tell us about their favourite classic books. The resulting list of must-readsis a perfect way to find inspiration to start your classics adventure. There's something for everyone, from family sagas anddystopian fictiontoromancesand historical fiction.A collection of 90 classics published by Penguin since 1935.Books ranked in no particular order. Some
answers have been edited for clarity and style.Image at top: Flynn Shore / PenguinJane CiabattariFeatures correspondentBBC Culture polled book critics outside the UK, to give an outsiders perspective on the best in British literature.What does the rest of the world see as the greatest British novels? In search of a collective critical assessment, BBC
Culture contributor Jane Ciabattari polled 82 book critics, from Australia to Zimbabwe but none from the UK. This list includes no nonfiction, no plays, no narrative or epic poems (no Paradise Lost or Beowulf), no short story collections (no Morte DArthur) novels only, by British authors (which means no James Joyce).The British novel has influenced
the form around the world for centuries, so we felt it was important to get a global perspective. The critics we polled live and work all over the world, from the United States and continental Europe to Australia, Africa, Asia, India and the Middle East. Some of the critics we invited to participate are regular book reviewers or editors at newspapers,
magazines or literary blogs Lev Grossman (Time), Mary Ann Gwinn (Seattle Times), Ainehi Edoro (Brittle Paper), Mark Medley (Toronto Globe and Mail), Fintan OToole (The Irish Times), Stephen Romei and Geordie Williamson (The Australian), Sam Sacks (The Wall Street Journal) and Claiborne Smith (Kirkus Reviews). Others are literary scholars,
including Terry Castle, Morris Dickstein, Michael Gorra, Carsten Jensen, Amitava Kumar, Rohan Maitzen, Geoffrey OBrien, Nilanjana Roy and Benjamin Taylor. Each who participated submitted a list of 10 British novels, with their pick for the greatest novel receiving 10 points. The points were added up to produce the final list.The critics named 228
novels in all. These are the top 100.100. The Code of the Woosters (PG Wodehouse, 1938)99. There but for the (Ali Smith, 2011)98. Under the Volcano (Malcolm Lowry,1947)97. The Chronicles of Narnia (CS Lewis, 1949-1954)96. Memoirs of a Survivor (Doris Lessing, 1974)95. The Buddha of Suburbia (Hanif Kureishi, 1990)94. The Private Memoirs
and Confessions of a Justified Sinner (James Hogg, 1824)93. Lord of the Flies (William Golding, 1954)92. Cold Comfort Farm (Stella Gibbons, 1932)91. The Forsyte Saga (John Galsworthy, 1922)90. The Woman in White (Wilkie Collins, 1859)89. The Horses Mouth (Joyce Cary, 1944)88. The Death of the Heart (Elizabeth Bowen, 1938)87. The Old Wives
Tale (Arnold Bennett,1908)86. A Legacy (Sybille Bedford, 1956)85. Regeneration Trilogy (Pat Barker, 1991-1995)84. Scoop (Evelyn Waugh, 1938)83. Barchester Towers (Anthony Trollope, 1857)82. The Patrick Melrose Novels (Edward St Aubyn, 1992-2012)81. The Jewel in the Crown (Paul Scott, 1966)80. Excellent Women (Barbara Pym, 1952)79. His
Dark Materials (Philip Pullman, 1995-2000)78. A House for Mr Biswas (VS Naipaul, 1961)77. Of Human Bondage (W Somerset Maugham, 1915)76. Small Island (Andrea Levy, 2004)75. Women in Love (DH Lawrence, 1920)74. The Mayor of Casterbridge (Thomas Hardy, 1886)73. The Blue Flower (Penelope Fitzgerald, 1995)72. The Heart of the Matter
(Graham Greene, 1948)71. Old Filth (Jane Gardam, 2004)70. Daniel Deronda (George Eliot, 1876)69. Nostromo (Joseph Conrad, 1904)68. A Clockwork Orange (Anthony Burgess, 1962)67. Crash (JG Ballard 1973)66. Sense and Sensibility (Jane Austen, 1811)65. Orlando (Virginia Woolf, 1928)64. The Way We Live Now (Anthony Trollope, 1875)63. The
Prime of Miss Jean Brodie (Muriel Spark, 1961)62. Animal Farm (George Orwell, 1945)61. The Sea, The Sea (Iris Murdoch, 1978)60. Sons and Lovers (DH Lawrence, 1913)59. The Line of Beauty (Alan Hollinghurst, 2004)58. Loving (Henry Green, 1945)57. Parades End (Ford Madox Ford, 1924-1928)56. Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit (Jeanette
Winterson, 1985)55. Gullivers Travels (Jonathan Swift, 1726)54. NW (Zadie Smith, 2012)53. Wide Sargasso Sea (Jean Rhys, 1966)52. New Grub Street (George Gissing, 1891)51. Tess of the dUrbervilles (Thomas Hardy, 1891)50. A Passage to India (EM Forster, 1924)49. Possession (AS Byatt, 1990)48. Lucky Jim (Kingsley Amis, 1954)47. The Life and
Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman (Laurence Sterne, 1759)46. Midnights Children (Salman Rushdie, 1981)45. The Little Stranger (Sarah Waters, 2009)44. Wolf Hall (Hilary Mantel, 2009)43. The Swimming Pool Library (Alan Hollinghurst, 1988)42. Brighton Rock (Graham Greene, 1938)41. Dombey and Son (Charles Dickens, 1848)40. Alices
Adventures in Wonderland (Lewis Carroll, 1865)39. The Sense of an Ending (Julian Barnes, 2011)38. The Passion (Jeanette Winterson, 1987)37. Decline and Fall (Evelyn Waugh, 1928)36. A Dance to the Music of Time (Anthony Powell, 1951-1975)35. Remainder (Tom McCarthy, 2005)34. Never Let Me Go (Kazuo Ishiguro, 2005)33. The Wind in the
Willows (Kenneth Grahame, 1908)32. A Room with a View (EM Forster, 1908)31. The End of the Affair (Graham Greene, 1951)30. Moll Flanders (Daniel Defoe, 1722)29. Brick Lane (Monica Ali, 2003)28. Villette (Charlotte Bront, 1853)27. Robinson Crusoe (Daniel Defoe, 1719)26. The Lord of the Rings (JRR Tolkien, 1954)25. White Teeth (Zadie Smith,
2000)24. The Golden Notebook (Doris Lessing, 1962)23. Jude the Obscure (Thomas Hardy, 1895)22. The History of Tom Jones, a Foundling (Henry Fielding, 1749)21. Heart of Darkness (Joseph Conrad, 1899)20. Persuasion (Jane Austen, 1817)19. Emma (Jane Austen, 1815)18. Remains of the Day (Kazuo Ishiguro, 1989)17. Howards End (EM Forster,
1910)16. The Waves (Virginia Woolf, 1931)15. Atonement (Ian McEwan, 2001)14. Clarissa (Samuel Richardson,1748)13. The Good Soldier (Ford Madox Ford, 1915)12. Nineteen Eighty-Four (George Orwell, 1949)11. Pride and Prejudice (Jane Austen, 1813)10. Vanity Fair (William Makepeace Thackeray, 1848)9. Frankenstein (Mary Shelley, 1818)8.
David Copperfield (Charles Dickens, 1850)7. Wuthering Heights (Emily Bront, 1847)6. Bleak House (Charles Dickens, 1853)5. Jane Eyre (Charlotte Bront, 1847)4. Great Expectations (Charles Dickens, 1861)3. Mrs. Dalloway (Virginia Woolf, 1925)2. To the Lighthouse (Virginia Woolf, 1927)1. Middlemarch (George Eliot, 1874)
Hemera/ThinkstockLiterary critics, historians, avid readers, and even casual readers will all have different opinions on which novel is truly the greatest book ever written. Is it a novel with beautiful, captivating figurative language? Or one with gritty realism? A novel that has had an immense social impact? Or one that has more subtly affected the
world? Here is a list of 12 novels that, for various reasons, have been considered some of the greatest works of literature ever written. Anna KareninaGreta Garbo in Anna Karenina (1935), directed by Clarence Brown.Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Inc.Any fan of stories that involve juicy subjects like adultery, gambling, marriage plots, and, well, Russian
feudalism, would instantly place Anna Karenina at the peak of their greatest novels list. And thats exactly the ranking that publications like Time magazine have given the novel since it was published in its entirety in 1878. Written by Russian novelist Leo Tolstoy, the eight-part towering work of fiction tells the story of two major characters: a tragic,
disenchanted housewife, the titular Anna, who runs off with her young lover, and a lovestruck landowner named Konstantin Levin, who struggles in faith and philosophy. Tolstoy molds together thoughtful discussions on love, pain, and family in Russian society with a sizable cast of characters regarded for their realistic humanity. The novel was
especially revolutionary in its treatment of women, depicting prejudices and social hardships of the time with vivid emotion.To Kill a MockingbirdThis book cover is one of many given to Harper Lee's classic work To Kill a Mockingbird (1960). The novel won a Pulitzer Prize in 1961 and the next year was made into an Academy Award-winning
film.Grand Central Publishing/Hachette Book GroupHarper Lee, believed to be one of the most influential authors to have ever existed, famously published only a single novel (up until its controversial sequel was published in 2015 just before her death). Lees To Kill a Mockingbird was published in 1960 and became an immediate classic of literature.
The novel examines racism in the American South through the innocent wide eyes of a clever young girl named Jean Louise (Scout) Finch. Its iconic characters, most notably the sympathetic and just lawyer and father Atticus Finch, served as role models and changed perspectives in the United States at a time when tensions regarding race were high.
To Kill a Mockingbird earned the Pulitzer Prize for fiction in 1961 and was made into an Academy Award-winning film in 1962, giving the story and its characters further life and influence over the American social sphere.F. Scott FitzgeraldNovelist F. Scott Fitzgerald skewered theAmerican Dreamin such works asThe Great Gatsby(1925).Public
DomainF. Scott Fitzgeralds The Great Gatsby is distinguished as one of the greatest texts for introducing students to the art of reading literature critically (which means you may have read it in school). The novel is told from the perspective of a young man named Nick Carraway who has recently moved to New York City and is befriended by his
eccentric nouveau riche neighbor with mysterious origins, Jay Gatsby. The Great Gatsby provides an insiders look into the Jazz Age of the 1920s in United States history while at the same time critiquing the idea of the American Dream. Perhaps the most famous aspect of the novel is its cover arta piercing face projected onto a dark blue night sky and
lights from a cityscapean image that is also found, in a slightly different configuration, within the text itself as a key symbol.Gabriel Garca MrquezColombian writer Gabriel Garca Mrquez, 1982. Lutfi OzkokThe late Colombian author Gabriel Garca Mrquez published his most famous work, One Hundred Years of Solitude, in 1967. The novel tells the
story of seven generations of the Buenda family and follows the establishment of their town Macondo until its destruction along with the last of the familys descendents. In fantastical form, the novel explores the genre of magic realism by emphasizing the extraordinary nature of commonplace things while mystical things are shown to be common.
Mrquez highlights the prevalence and power of myth and folktale in relating history and Latin American culture. The novel won many awards for Mrquez, leading the way to his eventual honor of the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1982 for his entire body of work, of which One Hundred Years of Solitude is often lauded as his most triumphant.A Passage
to IndiaA scene from the film A Passage to India (1984), which was based on E.M. Forster's novel.Columbia PicturesE.M. Forster wrote his novel A Passage to India after multiple trips to the country throughout his early life. The book was published in 1924 and follows a Muslim Indian doctor named Aziz and his relationships with an English professor,
Cyril Fielding, and a visiting English schoolteacher named Adela Quested. When Adela believes that Aziz has assaulted her while on a trip to the Marabar caves near the fictional city of Chandrapore, where the story is set, tensions between the Indian community and the colonial British community rise. The possibility of friendship and connection
between English and Indian people, despite their cultural differences and imperial tensions, is explored in the conflict. The novels colorful descriptions of nature, the landscape of India, and the figurative power that they are given within the text solidifies it as a great work of fiction.Ralph Ellison, 1952Ralph Ellison's novel Invisible Man (1952) is
considered by many critics to be the best novel of the years after World War II.Encyclopdia Britannica, Inc.Often confused with H.G. Wellss science-fiction novella of nearly the same name (just subtract a The), Ralph Ellisons Invisible Man is a groundbreaking novel in the expression of identity for the African American male. The narrator of the novel,
a man who is never named but believes he is invisible to others socially, tells the story of his move from the South to college and then to New York City. In each location he faces extreme adversity and discrimination, falling into and out of work, relationships, and questionable social movements in a wayward and ethereal mindset. The novel is
renowned for its surreal and experimental style of writing that explores the symbolism surrounding African American identity and culture. Invisible Man won the U.S. National Book Award for Fiction in 1953.Don QuixoteDon Quixote (right) and his servant Sancho Panza are pictured in an illustration from the book Don Quixote, by Miguel de
Cervantes. The illustration appeared in an edition of the book that was published in the 1800s.Project GutenbergMiguel de Cervantess Don Quixote, perhaps the most influential and well-known work of Spanish literature, was first published in full in 1615. The novel, which is very regularly regarded as one of the best literary works of all time, tells the
story of a man who takes the name Don Quixote de la Mancha and sets off in a fit of obsession over romantic novels about chivalry to revive the custom and become a hero himself. The character of Don Quixote has become an idol and somewhat of an archetypal character, influencing many major works of art, music, and literature since the novels
publication. The text has been so influential that a word, quixotic, based on the Don Quixote character, was created to describe someone who is, foolishly impractical especially in the pursuit of ideals; especially: marked by rash lofty romantic ideas or extravagantly chivalrous action.Toni Morrison, c. 198087In the 1980s Toni Morrison published the
novels Tar Baby (1981) and Beloved (1987), the latter of which won the Pulitzer Prize for fiction.Bernard Gotfryd Photograph Collection, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. (reproduction no. LC-DIG-gtfy-02425)Toni Morrisons 1987 spiritual and haunting novel Beloved tells the story of an escaped slave named Sethe who has fled to Cincinnati,
Ohio, in the year 1873. The novel investigates the trauma of slavery even after freedom has been gained, depicting Sethes guilt and emotional pain after having killed her own child, whom she named Beloved, to keep her from living life as a slave. A spectral figure appears in the lives of the characters and goes by the same name as the child,
embodying the familys anguish and hardship and making their feelings and past unavoidable. The novel was lauded for addressing the psychological effects of slavery and the importance of family and community in healing. Beloved was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for fiction in 1988.Virginia WoolfEnglish novelist Virginia Woolf, 1928.New York World-
Telegram & Sun Collection/Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. (neg. no. LC-USZ62-111438)Possibly the most idiosyncratic novel of this list, Virginia Woolfs Mrs. Dalloway describes exactly one day in the life of a British socialite named Clarissa Dalloway. Using a combination of a third-person narration and the thoughts of various characters, the
novel uses a stream-of-consciousness style all the way through. The result of this style is a deeply personal and revealing look into the characters minds, with the novel relying heavily on character rather than plot to tell its story. The thoughts of the characters include constant regrets and thoughts of the past, their struggles with mental illness and
post-traumatic stress from World War I, and the effect of social pressures. The novels unique style, subject, and time setting make it one of the most respected and regarded works of all time. Chinua AchebeZUMAPRESS.com Keystone Pictures/age fotostockThe Western canon of great literature often focuses on writers who come from North America
or Europe and often ignores accomplished writers and amazing works of literature from other parts of the world. Chinua Achebes Things Fall Apart, published in 1958, is one such work of Nigerian literature that had to overcome the bias of some literary circles and one that has been able to gain recognition worldwide despite it. The novel follows an
Igbo man named Okonkwo, describing his family, the village in Nigeria where he lives, and the effects of British colonialism on his native country. The novel is an example of African postcolonial literature, a genre that has grown in size and recognition since the mid-1900s as African people have been able to share their often unheard stories of
imperialism from the perspective of the colonized. The novel is frequently assigned for reading in courses on world literature and African studies.Jane Eyrelllustration by Fritz Eichenberg for an American edition of Jane Eyre. Charlotte Bronts Jane Eyre, another novel often assigned for reading in school, was initially published in 1847 under the
pseudonym Currer Bell to disguise the fact that the writer was a woman. Fortunately, a lot has changed with regard to women in literature since 1847, and Bront now receives the credit she deserves for one of the most groundbreaking novels about women in history. At a time when the author felt compelled to hide her true identity, Jane Eyre
provided a story of individualism for women. The novels eponymous character rises from being orphaned and poor into a successful and independent woman. The work combines themes from both Gothic and Victorian literature, revolutionizing the art of the novel by focusing on the growth in Janes sensibility with internalized action and writing.Alice
WalkerAmerican author Alice Walker, 2005.Brad Barket/Getty ImagesThough the epistolary novel (a novel in the form of letters written by one or more characters) was most popular before the 19th century, Alice Walker became a champion of the style with her 1982 novel The Color Purple, which won a Pulitzer Prize and a National Book Award. Set
in the post-Civil War American South, the novel follows a young African American girl named Celie into adulthood in letters she writes to God and to her sister Nettie. Celie faces sexual abuse by her father and eventually her husband, chronicling her own suffering and growth as well as that of her friends and family. The novel explores themes of
sexism, racism, gender, sexual orientation, and disability through its grouping of disadvantaged and damaged characters who, over time, grow to shape their own lives. The story was adapted into an Academy Award-nominated film in 1985 that, despite widespread critical acclaim, was notoriously snubbed of all 11 awards it was nominated for.English
literature is filled with timeless classics that have captivated readers across the globe for centuries. Whether youre a fan of romance, mystery, adventure, or philosophical musings, there is a novel for every type of reader. Below is a comprehensive list of 100 must-read novels, accompanied by brief summaries of each to give you a glimpse into these
literary masterpieces.A witty exploration of love, society, and class through the eyes of Elizabeth Bennet and her interactions with the proud Mr. Darcy.The tale of Captain Ahabs obsessive quest to hunt the white whale, Moby Dick, which cost him a leg, leading to a deep exploration of vengeance and madness.A dark and passionate story about the
intense love between Heathcliff and Catherine Earnshaw and its destructive effects on those around them.A dystopian novel set in a totalitarian regime where Big Brother controls all aspects of life, exposing the dangers of extreme political control.Through the eyes of young Scout Finch, this novel tackles racial injustice in the American South during
the 1930s, as her father, a lawyer, defends a black man accused of raping a white woman.Follows the journey of Pip, an orphan boy, as he navigates life with the help of an anonymous benefactor, touching upon themes of wealth, social class, and ambition.A coming-of-age story that delves into the troubled mind of Holden Caulfield as he struggles
with alienation and identity in post-World War II America.The story of a young orphan, Jane Eyre, who grows up to become a governess and falls in love with her employer, Mr. Rochester, only to uncover a shocking secret.Set in the Roaring Twenties, this novel tells the tragic story of Jay Gatsbys obsession with the elusive Daisy Buchanan, set against
a backdrop of wealth and decadence.Dr. Victor Frankenstein creates a monstrous being in his quest to conquer death, leading to devastating consequences for himself and those he loves.A sprawling epic set against the backdrop of the Napoleonic Wars, following the lives of aristocratic families and exploring themes of love, fate, and the futility of
war.A modernist novel that parallels Homers Odyssey, following the lives of Leopold Bloom and others over the course of a single day in Dublin.This novel chronicles the struggles of the Joad family as they travel westward during the Great Depression in search of a better life, highlighting social injustices of the time.A dystopian future where people
are bred for specific societal roles and kept docile through technology and drug use, raising questions about freedom and individuality.Raskolnikov, a young man, believes he is morally justified in murdering a pawnbroker, but his guilt consumes him, leading to deep philosophical reflections on morality and redemption.Set in Puritan New England,
Hester Prynne is shunned for having a child out of wedlock and must wear a scarlet A as punishment for her adultery.This novel tells the tragic love story of Anna, a married woman, and her affair with the charming Count Vronsky, set against a rich portrayal of Russian society.The classic tale of the vampire Count Draculas attempt to move to England
and the efforts to stop him, combining horror, gothic fiction, and folklore.This monumental novel weaves together the stories of several characters, most notably ex-convict Jean Valjean, exploring themes of justice, love, and redemption in post-revolutionary France.This humorous and tragic tale follows the adventures of Don Quixote, a man who
believes he is a knight, and his loyal squire, Sancho Panza, as they embark on a series of misadventures.A group of boys stranded on a deserted island descend into savagery, exposing the dark side of human nature and the fragility of civilization.Huck Finn and the runaway slave Jim travel down the Mississippi River, encountering various challenges
that explore themes of race, freedom, and moral dilemmas.An epic poem about Odysseuss 10-year journey home after the Trojan War, facing numerous trials, temptations, and mythical creatures along the way.The novella tells the story of Marlows journey up the Congo River to find the mysterious Kurtz, shedding light on the horrors of colonialism
and the darkness of human nature.A philosophical novel revolving around the moral struggles of the Karamazov brothers, dealing with themes of faith, free will, and the existence of God.Set in a fictional English town, this novel explores the intersecting lives of residents, delving into issues of marriage, politics, education, and societal reform during
the 19th century.Set during the French Revolution, this historical novel contrasts life in London and Paris, centering around themes of sacrifice, revenge, and resurrection.Dorian Gray, a handsome young man, remains physically youthful while his portrait ages and reflects the corruption of his soul, highlighting themes of vanity and moral decay.In a
dystopian future where books are banned and firemen burn them, a fireman named Guy Montag begins to question his society and seeks enlightenment through literature.Emma Bovary, a provincial doctors wife, seeks excitement and fulfillment in adulterous affairs and extravagant spending, leading to her eventual downfall.A satirical novel set
during World War II, it follows the absurd experiences of Yossarian, a bombardier who tries to maintain his sanity amidst the contradictory and illogical military bureaucracy.This magical realist novel chronicles the rise and fall of the Buenda family in the fictional town of Macondo, exploring themes of fate, love, and history.A high-fantasy epic that
follows the journey of hobbit Frodo Baggins and his companions as they attempt to destroy a powerful ring that could bring about the downfall of Middle-earth.This anti-war novel follows Billy Pilgrim, a World War II soldier who becomes unstuck in time, experiencing moments from his life in a non-linear fashion, including the bombing of Dresden.The
story of two displaced ranch workers, George and Lennie, struggling to make a living during the Great Depression, explores themes of friendship, dreams, and hardship.A semi-autobiographical novel about a young woman, Esther Greenwood, who descends into mental illness, offering a raw exploration of identity, depression, and societal
expectations.A group of expatriates travels from Paris to Spain to watch the running of the bulls, reflecting on the disillusionment and aimlessness of the post-World War I Lost Generation.Meursault, an emotionally detached man, kills a stranger on a beach for no apparent reason, leading to his trial and exploration of the absurdity of life and the
inevitability of death.Set after the American Civil War, the novel tells the story of Sethe, a former enslaved woman, who is haunted by the ghost of her dead daughter, exploring the trauma of slavery.A semi-autobiographical novel that follows the life of David Copperfield, from his troubled childhood to his success as a writer, filled with memorable
characters and social commentary.The controversial story of Humbert Humbert, a middle-aged man who becomes infatuated with 12-year-old Dolores Haze, whom he nicknames Lolita, exploring obsession and manipulation.Told through multiple perspectives, this novel chronicles the decline of the Compson family, once Southern aristocrats,
highlighting the complexities of time, memory, and identity.Set during the British Raj, the novel explores tensions between British colonizers and Indians, focusing on the trial of an Indian man accused of assaulting an Englishwoman.In a dystopian future where women have been stripped of their rights, Offred, a handmaid, is forced into reproductive
servitude, raising issues of gender, power, and control.Lemuel Gulliver embarks on a series of fantastical voyages to strange lands, including Lilliput and Brobdingnag, offering satirical critiques of politics, science, and human nature.This novel follows the life of Okonkwo, a respected leader in an Igbo village in Nigeria, as European colonization
disrupts the traditional way of life, leading to tragedy.Set during the American Civil War and Reconstruction, the novel follows the life of Scarlett OHara, a Southern belle, as she struggles to survive and rebuild her life after the war.The Dashwood sisters, Elinor and Marianne, navigate love, heartbreak, and societal expectations in this exploration of
the contrast between rationality and emotion.In a dystopian future, teenage delinquent Alex engages in violent acts before undergoing an experimental treatment that removes his ability to choose between good and evil, raising ethical questions about free will. A young woman marries wealthy widower Maxim de Winter, only to find herself haunted by
the memory of his first wife, Rebecca, as she uncovers dark secrets about the past.Bilbo Baggins, a hobbit, embarks on an unexpected adventure with a group of dwarves to reclaim their homeland from the dragon Smaug, discovering courage and friendship along the way.The novel tells the story of Amir, a boy from a wealthy Afghan family, and his
complex relationship with Hassan, the son of his fathers servant, set against the backdrop of political upheaval in Afghanistan.Centered around the long-running Jarndyce v. Jarndyce court case, the novel explores the flaws of the British legal system and intertwines the lives of various characters affected by the case.An aging Cuban fisherman,
Santiago, battles a giant marlin in the Gulf Stream, a story of endurance, pride, and struggle against forces beyond ones control.A multi-generational story of two families, the Trasks and the Hamiltons, living in California, the novel explores themes of good and evil, destiny, and free will.A semi-autobiographical novel that follows Sal Paradise and
Dean Moriarty as they travel across America, capturing the restless energy and spirit of the Beat Generation.A wild wolf-dog hybrid, White Fang, is captured and domesticated in the Yukon Territory, a novel exploring survival, nature versus nurture, and mans relationship with the wild.Buck, a domesticated dog, is thrust into the harsh wilderness of
the Yukon during the Klondike Gold Rush, where he gradually reverts to his primal instincts.Holden Caulfield, a disillusioned teenager, wanders New York City after being expelled from school, wrestling with alienation, innocence, and the transition to adulthood.Edmond Dants, falsely imprisoned for treason, escapes and embarks on a quest for
revenge against those who betrayed him, a sweeping tale of justice, betrayal, and redemption.Fanny Price, a poor young girl, is sent to live with her wealthy relatives at Mansfield Park, where she grows up and navigates her complicated relationships with family and friends.Orphaned Mary Lennox discovers a hidden, neglected garden on her uncles
estate, and with the help of friends, brings it back to life, transforming her own life in the process.The novel follows the lives of the four March sistersMeg, Jo, Beth, and Amyas they grow up during the American Civil War, focusing on their personal growth, family bonds, and ambitions.Prince Myshkin, a kind but naive man, returns to Russia and
becomes embroiled in a love triangle and the complexities of Russian society, ultimately highlighting the tension between goodness and moral corruption.Set during World War I, the novel tells the story of American ambulance driver Frederic Henry and his love affair with a British nurse, Catherine Barkley, exploring themes of love and the futility of
war.Santiago, a young shepherd, embarks on a journey to find a hidden treasure, learning valuable life lessons about destiny, personal legend, and the importance of following ones dreams.Dr. Jekyll experiments with a potion that transforms him into the evil Mr. Hyde, allowing him to indulge in his darkest desires, ultimately raising questions about
duality and the nature of good and evil.A scientist invents a machine that allows him to travel through time, where he witnesses the distant future and the decline of human civilization, exploring themes of class struggle and evolution.The story of a scientist who discovers how to make himself invisible, but as he descends into madness and violence, he
realizes the devastating consequences of his experiments.When Martians invade Earth, humanity struggles to survive in the face of overwhelming alien technology, raising questions about imperialism and survival in the face of extinction.An orphaned boy named Oliver endures a harsh life in a workhouse before escaping to London, where he falls in
with a gang of thieves, illustrating the plight of the poor in 19th-century England.In a post-apocalyptic world, a father and his young son embark on a perilous journey for survival, navigating the bleak landscape and struggling with moral dilemmas.A governess takes charge of two children at a remote estate, but soon begins to believe that they are
being haunted by malevolent spirits, leaving the reader to question the nature of reality and perception.A harrowing portrayal of the lives of immigrant workers in the meatpacking industry in Chicago, exposing the horrors of poverty, exploitation, and unsanitary conditions that led to reforms in labor laws.An ancient Greek epic poem that recounts the
events of the Trojan War, particularly focusing on the hero Achilles and themes of honor, wrath, and fate.The story of a man stranded on a deserted island, where he must survive using his ingenuity and faith, exploring themes of isolation, self-reliance, and civilization.A charming tale of anthropomorphic animals, including Mole, Rat, and Toad, who
embark on adventures that celebrate friendship, nature, and the simple pleasures of life.Young Jim Hawkins discovers a pirates treasure map and sets sail on an adventure filled with danger, mutiny, and the infamous Long John Silver.DArtagnan and his friends Athos, Porthos, and Aramis embark on swashbuckling adventures, defending honor and
justice in the court of King Louis XIII of France.This philosophical novel follows the journey of Siddhartha, a young man searching for enlightenment, drawing on Eastern religious traditions and themes of self-discovery and inner peace.A mysterious masked man haunts the Paris Opera House, manipulating events to further his obsession with the
beautiful young singer Christine, blending romance, mystery, and gothic horror.The tragic story of Tess Durbeyfield, a young woman who struggles against societal pressures and personal misfortune, highlighting issues of morality, social injustice, and fate.A playful satire of Gothic novels, the story follows young Catherine Morland as she navigates
social expectations and romantic entanglements, learning to distinguish between fiction and reality.Anne Elliot, a woman in her late twenties, reconnects with her former fianc, Captain Wentworth, years after being persuaded to break off their engagement, exploring themes of second chances and self-knowledge.In the distant future, Paul Atreides
must navigate political intrigue and warfare on the desert planet Arrakis, the only source of the valuable spice melange, exploring themes of power, ecology, and religion.Set between the two World Wars, the novel follows Charles Ryders friendship with the aristocratic Flyte family, touching on themes of love, faith, and the decline of the British upper
class.A dystopian novel set in a future where government control stifles innovation and productivity, it follows a group of industrialists who withdraw from society, promoting Rands philosophy of Objectivism.The story of a missionary family who moves to the Belgian Congo in the 1950s, told from the perspectives of the family members as they
confront the complexities of colonialism, faith, and family.A powerful story of African-American women in the early 20th century American South, focusing on Celie, who overcomes a life of abuse and oppression to find her own voice and identity.Dorothy Gale is swept away to the magical land of Oz, where she embarks on a journey with her
friendsScarecrow, Tin Man, and Cowardly Lionto find the Wizard and return home.A group of rabbits embark on a dangerous journey to find a new home after their warren is destroyed, a story of survival, leadership, and loyalty in the face of adversity.The novel tells the story of an unnamed African-American man who feels socially invisible,
navigating issues of race, identity, and self-awareness in mid-20th century America.Gregor Samsa wakes up one morning to find himself transformed into a giant insect, exploring themes of alienation, existential dread, and the absurdity of life.Set in a 14th-century Italian monastery, this historical mystery follows a friar and his novice as they
investigate a series of murders, blending philosophy, theology, and detective fiction.A collection of short stories featuring the iconic detective Sherlock Holmes and his companion Dr. Watson as they solve various cases using logic, observation, and deduction.Set in medieval Paris, the novel tells the story of Quasimodo, a deformed bell ringer, and his
unrequited love for the beautiful gypsy Esmeralda, exploring themes of beauty, love, and justice.Joseph K. is arrested and prosecuted by a mysterious court for an unnamed crime, leading him through a surreal and nightmarish legal process that explores themes of guilt, power, and bureaucracy.A sequel to The Three Musketeers, this novel tells the
story of a mysterious prisoner forced to wear an iron mask and the conspiracy surrounding his true identity, involving dArtagnan and the Musketeers.Lucy Honeychurch, a young woman, faces a conflict between the expectations of her society and her desire for independence and love during a trip to Italy and back in England.The novel follows Emma
Woodhouse, a wealthy and self-assured young woman, as she meddles in the romantic affairs of others, learning lessons about love, friendship, and self-awareness.This completes the list of 100 must-read novels with summaries. Each of these books offers a unique insight into human nature, society, and the human condition, making them essential
reads for anyone looking to explore the richness of English literature.Introduction to English Literature Novels "The Goodreads Top 100 Literary Novels of All Time List" represents a list of 100 literary novels recommended by the Goodreads Serious Literature Group for voting by all Goodreads Members via Listopia. PLEASE DO NOT ADD BOOKS TO
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