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Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in this article belong to the author and do not necessarily match my own. - Dr. Bart D. EhrmanlIn the annals of history, the term "apostle" transcends linguistic nuances and theological discourse. It stands as a testament to a select group of 12 apostles who walked the dusty roads of ancient Judea, chosen
by a charismatic teacher whose words would echo through centuries.From the shores of the Sea of Galilee to the cobbled streets of Jerusalem, we unveil the story of the apostles of Jesus who bore witness to miracles, heard parables from the source, and ultimately, shaped the foundations of Christianity.Prepare to traverse the epochs, as we uncover
the men who became legends, whose stories are intertwined with the inception of a religion that would leave an indelible mark on human history.Lets embark on a historical journey and uncover who were the 12 apostles!Define Apostle: Meaning Behind the EtymologyAs is the case with many historical inquiries, this one begins in the world of
etymology. What does the word apostle mean? In other words, what is an apostle?The word has its roots in ancient Greek. It comes from the Greek word (Apostolos) which literary means one who is sent off or a messenger. The apostle is a noun derived from the verb (apostellein) which means to send off.In the Graeco-Roman world, the term denoted
someone who was sent on a mission or dispatched with a message. In a more specialized sense, the term was used to describe an envoy, ambassador, delegate, or even (in a military context) a commander of a naval force.However, with the emergence of Christianity, the word apostle gained a slightly different meaning. In the New Testament, the term
apostle is used primarily to refer to the twelve specially chosen disciples of Jesus Christ.The author of the Gospel of Matthew (10:1-2), for instance, notes that Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles ( )But the word
apostle was expanded after Jesus death to those who personally met the risen Jesus who then commissioned them to spread the good news of his death and resurrection. Paul and Barnabas, for example, were also called apostles (Acts 14:4).The expansion, however, had its limits! Despite their importance within the world of early Christianity, Timothy
and Apollos arent called apostles. Precisely because they dont share with the rest of the group the experience of the risen Lord.Gerhard Kittel and Gerhard Friedrich, therefore, conclude: Apostles, then, are not officials of the church but officers of Christ for its upbuilding, and in this sense, they are comparable to the Old Testament prophets.That, of
course, begs the question of the difference between apostles and disciples. The latter is a more broad term encompassing all those who followed Jesus while the former is a more distinct group of people. You may think of apostles as only males. However, in the early years of Christianity, things were not that simple. Writing to the community in Rome,
the apostle Paul greeted Andronicus (male) and Junia (female) whom he called outstanding among the apostles (Rom 16:7). However, during the Middle Ages some scribes, not satisfied with the idea of a female apostle, changed the name to Junias.To put it more bluntly, the disciples accepted Jesus message and chose to follow him during his public
ministry. The apostles, on the other hand, were a designated group that Jesus himself sent out as missionaries to spread the good news.To find out more about this interesting difference between the apostles and disciples in the New Testament period, check out this article!Lets now turn our attention to the list of the apostles. Who were the 12
apostles? What can we know about them?Who Were the Apostles? List of the 12 Apostles NamesSynoptic Gospels list the names of Jesus' apostles. However, there are interesting variations. Check out the table depicting the 12 apostles that Jesus appointedThe Gospel of Mark (3:16-19)The Gospel of Matthew (10:2-4)The Gospel of Luke (6:13-
16)Apostle James, the son of ZebedeeApostle John, the son of ZebedeeApostle James, the son of ZebedeeApostle John, the son of ZebedeeApostle James, the son of AlphaeusApostle James, the son of AlphaeusApostle James, the son of AlphaeusApostle Judas, the son of JamesThere is one major difference between these accounts. Luke includes Judas,
the son of James instead of Thaddeus. Who is this apostle Judas and what is his relationship to Jesus? Is he the brother of Jesus identified with the Epistle of Jude?Some scholars believe that Judas is the same person as Thaddeus. In that case, the latter name would be a nickname inserted by both Mark and Matthew because Judas Iscariot tarnished
that name.Others, however, are not that sure. John P. Meier, for instance, has argued against it. In his words: The replacement of Thaddeus by Jude of James finds no explanation in the theological program or stylistic preferences of Luke. Hence I think it most likely that Luke 6:14-16 represents a tradition of the names of the Twelve that is
independent of the list in Mark 3:16-19.If Luke had inherited a different list of 12 apostles, we need to question the causes for this discrepancy. Unfortunately, we can only speculate. Meier suggests that a replacement of one for another took place during Jesus' ministry possibly because of the death or even apostasy.E. P. Sanders proposed that Jesus
was interested in the symbolism of the number 12 (twelve tribes of Israel). In that case, he could have had more than 12 apostles but chose to use this number to convey theologically symbolic message Jews in Palestine would be aware of. What about the other apostles of Jesus? What can we know about them? TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE of the
Historical Jesus!Think you know the Jesus of the Bible? Uncover the historical figure behind the texts! Holy Apostles: History, Tradition, and Legend1) Apostle PeterThe apostle Peter is a prominent figure and one of the closest disciples of Jesus. He is initially introduced in the Gospels as a fisherman working with his brother Andrew on the Sea of
Galilee (Mk 1:16). Jesus calls them to follow him and they accept it thus becoming Jesus first apostles.Among the 12 apostles, Peter is known for making the profound declaration of faith in Matthew 16:16. When Jesus asks the apostles Who do you say I am?, Peter is the one who finds the right words: You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.One
of the most well-known episodes involving Peter, however, is his denial of Jesus three times during the night of Jesus' arrest (Mk 14:66-72; Mt 26:69-75; Lk 22:54-62; John 18:15-18, 25-27).After Jesus' resurrection, there are several accounts of Jesus appearing to Peter specifically. In contrast to the Gospel accounts (Mt 28:1-0; Lk 24:1-8) where women
first receive the news of Jesus resurrection, Paul emphasizes the role of the apostle Peter as the one whom Jesus first appeared (1 Cor 15:5).In the Book of Acts, Peter plays a crucial role in the early Christian community, especially in the events surrounding Pentecost and the initial spread of "good news" among the Jewish community in
Jerusalem.Later tradition claims that Peter was Kkilled by crucifixion but he requested that the cross be turned upside down as he believed that he wasnt worthy of being crucified as Jesus did. Needless to say, these later legends, as Dr. Ehrman explains in his book Peter, Paul, and Mary Magdalene, have no supporting evidence in the earlier sources.2)
Apostle AndrewThe apostle Andrew is often mentioned in the Gospels as the brother of Simon Peter (also known as Peter). They were both fishermen by trade, working on the Sea of Galilee (Mark 1:16; Matthew 4:18; Luke 5:10).The author of Matthew (4:19) describes how Jesus called Andrew and Peter to follow him while they were fishing. He said
to them: Come, follow me, and I will send you out to fish for people. They, of course, immediately left their nets to follow Jesus.According to tradition, Andrew faced martyrdom by crucifixion. In the apocryphal Acts of Andrew, the apostle Andrew was bound to the Latin-shaped cross where he died as a martyr. Later on, a tradition developed according
to which Andrew was crucified on an X-shaped cross - today known as the Saint Andrew's Cross.3) Apostle James, the son of ZebedeeThe apostle James was also a fisherman on the Sea of Galilee when Jesus came along. As soon as he heard his call, he decided to follow him (Mk 1:16:20; Mt 4:18-22).Furthermore, James is frequently mentioned as part
of the inner circle of Jesus' disciples, along with Peter and John. These holy apostles are present at some key scenes from Jesus' life such as the Transfiguration and the agony in the Garden of Gethsemane (Mk 14:32-42; Lk 22:39-46).0Only Lukes account gives us the powerful scene of Jesus sweating blood as he prays to God for strength. Did you know
that scholars believe that this part of the text wasnt in the original Gospel of Luke? While copying the gospel, a later scribe changed the text! Join Dr. Bart Ehrmans new captivating course The Scribal Corruption of Scripture and find out more! According to the Book of Acts, the apostle James, the son of Zebedee, became the first apostolic martyr
when Herod Agrippa ordered his execution (Acts 12:1-2).The Catholic Church believes that his remains (relics) are held in the Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela in northwest Spain. Today, Santiago de Compostela is probably the most popular pilgrimage site within the Christian world.4) Apostle John, the son of ZebedeeThe apostle John, the son of
Zebedee and the brother of James was also an important member of Jesus inner circle. He was a fisherman, just like his brother and they both accepted Jesus call to follow him.In the later Church tradition, the apostle John became known as the author of the Gospel and the Book of Revelation. However, most scholars reject the idea that he wrote
either of these two important books.5) Apostle PhilipPhilip is among the 12 apostles of Jesus and he is mentioned both in the gospels and Acts. Interestingly enough, only the Gospel of John describes Jesus call to Philip. He was from the town of Bethsaida, the same hometown as Peter and Andrew. When Jesus called Philip to follow him, Philip, in turn,
invited Nathanael to meet Jesus (John 1:43-46).In the same gospel, the apostle Philip is involved in the famous account of the feeding of the 5,000. When Jesus asks Philip where they could buy bread to feed the large crowd, Philip responds with skepticism: "It would take more than half a years wages[a] to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite
(John 6:6).His significance within the early Christian world is illustrated by the fact that later so-called Gnostic communities used the Gospel of Philip as their Scripture. Eusebius of Caesarea (4th century C.E.) suggests that Philip was killed in the city of Hierapolis in Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey).6) Apostle BartholomewlIn the lists of the 12
apostles provided in the Synoptic Gospels, Bartholomew is mentioned, though no specific details about him are given.However, in the Gospel of John, Philip brings Nathanael to Jesus, describing him as "the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph (John 1:45)." Later Church
tradition identified Nathanael with Bartholomew who traveled as a missionary as far as India.7) Apostle ThomasThe apostle Thomas, often known as "Doubting Thomas," is one of the twelve disciples chosen by Jesus. In the Gospel of John, Thomas is also referred to as Didymus, which means "the Twin." The name "Thomas" itself is derived from an
Aramaic word meaning "twin."He earned the nickname "Doubting Thomas" due to an incident recorded in John 20:24-29. Thomas expressed skepticism about the possibility of Jesus' resurrection. He insisted on seeing and touching the wounds of Jesus before believing. Jesus then appeared to Thomas, who exclaimed, "My Lord and my God!" (John
20:28).According to the later tradition, after the ascension of Jesus, Thomas engaged in missionary activities. Various accounts place him in regions such as Parthia, Persia, and India. Furthermore, he is also known as the central figure of an important early Christian document called the Gospel of Thomas!8) Apostle MatthewThe apostle Matthew is
known as being the tax collector before Jesus call (Mt 9:9-13). Church tradition holds that Matthew is the author behind the Gospel of Matthew - a theory that most critical scholars reject.Interestingly enough, both Mark and Luke distinguish between Levi, a tax collector whom Jesus calls (Mk 2:14; Lk 5:27), and Matthew who appears in the list of the
12 apostles. How do we explain this discrepancy? Some scholars believe that these two names refer to the same person.In his Commentary on the Gospel of Mark, Richard T. Francis explains: It wouldnt be unusual for a person to have two names, whether both Semitic or one Semitic and one Greek. Its, therefore, not necessary to assume that an
otherwise unknown man named Levi has been arbitrarily identified with Matthew by the first evangelist.Others, however, are not that sure. John P. Meier notes that the change of names is a redactional intervention of a Christian evangelist toward the end of the 1st century and tells us nothing about an original member of the Twelve named
Matthew.9) Apostle James, the son of AlphaeusSynoptic Gospels mention James, the son of Alphaeus as one of the 12 apostles of Jesus. Unfortunately, the earliest sources dont provide us with any detailed information about his life. One important note, however, is that there are two apostles named James among the twelve. James, the son of Alphaeus,
and James the Son of Zebedee.The feast day of St. James, the son of Alphaeus, is celebrated in various Christian traditions on different dates. In the Roman Catholic Church, it is often observed on May 3rd.10) Apostle Thaddeus/Judas, the son of JamesWe already discussed the discrepancy between the names Thaddaeus and Judas, the son of James.
Here its sufficient to note that the gospels provide minimal information about his background.Later Church tradition suggests that Thaddeus may have engaged in missionary activities after the resurrection of Jesus. Different sources associate him with regions such as Mesopotamia, Persia, and Armenia. However, these stories are highly legendary
and no serious historian considers them trustworthy.11) Apostle Simon the ZealotSynoptic Gospels include Simon the Zealot among the 12 apostles of Jesus. Some have argued that the term "Zealot" refers to Simon's previous association with the Zealots, a political movement that sought to resist Roman rule in Judea. Popular writers such as Reza
Aslan have used this theory to argue further that Jesus was sympathetic to the Zealot cause.However, these theories aren't well-founded. The organized revolutionary faction that Josephus calls the Zealots came into existence only during the First Jewish Revolt (c. 67. C.E.). We have no earlier records of their existence. John P. Meier, therefore, rightly
concludes that to think of Simon as a "member of this organized group of armed rebels is hopelessly anachronistic".12) Judas Iscariot - And Matthias, His ReplacementThe apostle Judas Iscariot is one of the 12 apostles mentioned in the list that the Synoptic Gospels provide. His exact background isnt known, but some scholars believe that the epithet
Iscariot could be a Greek version of the Hebrew designation meaning the man from Kerioth. However, as Susan Gubar notes in her Biography of Judas, this claim has not been fully accepted by all scholars.Whatever his origin may be, the apostle Judas Iscariot became the most hateful character in the history of Christianity. The reason was simple. He
was the one who betrayed Jesus. According to the Gospel accounts, he agreed to betray Jesus to the chief priests and elders for thirty pieces of silver.This is, as Dr. Ehrman explains in Jesus: The Apocalyptic Prophet of the New Millennium, one of the historically most secure information about Jesus life. To put it more bluntly, Jesus was almost
certainly betrayed by one of his closest apostles.The gospels claim that Judas identified Jesus to the Jewish authorities in the Garden of Gethsemane with a kiss, a prearranged signal to indicate whom they should arrest (Mark 14:43-46; Matthew 26:47-50; Luke 22:47-48; John 18:2-5).After Jesus death, Judas may have experienced remorse for his
actions and killed himself, as he does in Matthew. Or, he may have bought a field, fallen in it, and burst open as he does in Luke-Acts! Or, something else may have happened and neither evangelist got it right. We dont know. To know more about it, check out our article on the historical reliability of the Gospels!Moreover, the apostle Judas Iscariot
became a prominent figure in a 2nd-century document called the Gospel of Judas. In this mysterious work, Judas becomes the hero of the story - the only one who fully understands Jesus message!Judas death left an empty seat on the throne of the 12 apostles. The Book of Acts recounts how the rest of the holy apostles chose Judas replacement. A
necessary condition was that a candidate had to be a disciple of Jesus from the beginning of his ministry and a witness to his resurrection.Acts 1:23-26 describes what happened next: So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and Matthias. Then they prayed, 'Lord, you know everyones heart. Show us which of these
two you have chosen to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs.' Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles.Summing up Conclusion: 12 Apostles and Their SignificanceFrom the dusty shores of the Sea of Galilee to the cobbled streets of Jerusalem, we embarked on a
historical journey, unveiling the stories of the apostles of Jesus.As we delved into the etymology of the word "apostle," tracing its roots to ancient Greek, we discovered its evolution from a general term for messengers to a specialized designation for the twelve specially chosen disciples of Jesus Christ whom he sent out to spread the good news.The list
of the apostles, as revealed in the Synoptic Gospels, sparked intrigue and presented interesting variations. Each name carried a weight of historical significance, each apostle a key figure in the inception of a religion that would leave an indelible mark on human history.The holy apostles, a designation that goes beyond mere titles, played pivotal roles
in the unfolding drama of Jesus' ministry and the early Christian community: from the first call and the pivotal events such as the Last Supper through the tragic betrayal by Judas Iscariot to the appearances of the risen Jesus before their eyes.In conclusion, we've unveiled stories behind Jesus' closest disciples thus answering the question of who were
the 12 apostles. But we've only scratched the surface of what lies beneath. If you want to know more about the origins of Christianity and the mystery surrounding the earliest biographies of Jesus, join the course The Unknown Gospels by Dr. Bart Ehrman! TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE of the Historical Jesus!Think you know the Jesus of the Bible?
Uncover the historical figure behind the texts! Sunday Mornings10:30amRegis High School(entrance on 85th St,b/w Madison & Park) From a Biblical standpoint, there is not a lot of information about what happened to the apostles after the Ascension of Jesus Christ into Heaven. It is known that they scattered after Jesus was arrested, and they were
hiding together after His burial. When He rose from the dead, they gathered around Him to learn.The Book of Acts tells the story of the initial growth of the church, which was driven in large part by the Apostles. Before the baptism by the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, they were staying together in a room in Jerusalem.After Pentecost, the apostles begin to
go out into the ends of the earth to spread the Gospel. The ultimate fates of each one is not necessarily confirmed in the Bible. Some are and some are not. For those that are not mentioned in the Bible, there are some historical traditions, some of the more reliable ones are recorded in Foxes Book of Martyrs.Below is a list of the names of the twelve
apostles and their fates. These are commonly accepted historical facts, with the ones verified by the Bible indicated. Please note it is difficult to historically verify some of these. According to tradition, this is what may have happened to each Apostle:Simon Peter: Spread the Gospel in Jerusalem and abroad, including Antioch. He died by crucifixion,
and according to tradition, he asked to die upside-down. His death was prophesied by Jesus in John 21:18. Though he denied knowing Jesus three times before Jesus' crucifixion, Peter went on to be a pillar of the new Christian church. He is remembered as a passionate leader of the early church and a key figure in affirming that salvation through
Jesus is for both Jews and Gentiles (Acts 15).Thaddeus also called Jude: Crucified at Edessa for his faith and missionary efforts. Known for spreading the Gospel in Mesopotamia and surrounding regions, he is traditionally recognized as the author of the Epistle of Jude, where he urged believers to contend for the faith and remain steadfast against
false teachings.Bartholomew: Said to have translated the Gospel of Matthew and preached the Gospel in regions such as India and Armenia. He is believed to have faced a brutal martyrdom, being beaten before being crucified for his unwavering faith and missionary efforts. His dedication serves as a powerful testament to his commitment to
spreading the message of Christ.Thomas also called Didymus: Traveled to Parthia and India, where he is credited with establishing Christian communities, particularly in southern India, which are known as the "Saint Thomas Christians." He is believed to have been martyred by being speared to death for his faith. Thomas is remembered for his initial
doubts about Jesus resurrection, which led to a profound declaration of faith, "My Lord and my God" (John 20:28).Simon the Zealot: Traveled extensively to spread the Gospel, going to Africa and possibly as far as Britain, according to tradition. He is believed to have been martyred for his faith, though accounts vary, with some suggesting he was sawn
in half. As a former Zealot, Simons transformation into a devoted follower of Christ exemplifies the power of the Gospel to change lives and unite diverse individuals for Gods mission.John: Traveled extensively and spread the Gospel, becoming known as "the disciple whom Jesus loved." He was sent to Rome, where, according to tradition, an attempt to
boil him in oil failed miraculously, leading to his banishment to the island of Patmos. While in exile, he received the vision that became the Book of Revelation. John later returned to Ephesus, where he continued to teach and write, authoring the Gospel of John and three epistles. He is the only apostle believed to have died of natural causes, living to
an old age while remaining a faithful witness to Christ.James the son of Zebedee: His death was the second account of martyrdom in the Bible, following Stephen's. James was executed by the sword in Jerusalem for his faith, as recounted in Acts 12:1-2, under the orders of King Herod Agrippa I. As one of Jesus closest disciples, part of the inner circle
alongside Peter and John, James witnessed significant events such as the Transfiguration. His bold proclamation of the Gospel and willingness to face death for his faith highlights his unwavering devotion to Christ.Philip: Faithfully served the cause of Christ, spreading the Gospel to regions such as Asia Minor and Phrygia. He is believed to have
performed miracles and converted many to Christianity through his preaching. Tradition holds that he was martyred in Heliopolis (modern-day Turkey), where he was either crucified or stoned to death for his faith. Philips dedication to sharing the message of Christ, even in the face of persecution, remains a powerful example of discipleship and
evangelism.Matthew: Known as a former tax collector transformed by Christs call, it is believed much of Matthews ministry took place in Africa, including modern-day Ethiopia, where he spread the Gospel and established Christian communities. According to tradition, he was martyred for his faith, killed with a halberd (a type of spear or axe). As the
author of the Gospel of Matthew, his writings continue to inspire believers with their focus on Jesus as the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies and the call to discipleship.James the son of Alphaeus: Faithfully served as one of the twelve apostles, dedicated to spreading the Gospel and building the early Church. Known as "James the Less," to
distinguish him from James, the son of Zebedee, he is believed to have ministered in various regions, though much of his life remains a mystery. Tradition holds that he was stoned to death for his unwavering faith and commitment to Christ, demonstrating the courage and perseverance of those who followed Jesus even unto martyrdom.Matthias:
Chosen by the apostles to replace Judas Iscariot (Acts 1:23-26), Matthias faithfully joined the mission of spreading the Gospel. While not much is recorded about his ministry in Scripture, tradition holds that he preached in regions such as Judea and possibly Ethiopia. He is believed to have been martyred for his faith, reportedly stoned and then
beheaded. His selection as an apostle and dedication to Christs mission highlight the importance of steadfast commitment to Gods calling.Andrew: Known as the brother of Simon Peter and one of the first disciples called by Jesus, Andrew preached the Gospel in regions that include what is now the Middle East, as well as parts of Asia Minor and
possibly Greece. Tradition holds that he was crucified on an X-shaped cross in Patras, Greece, a form of martyrdom he reportedly requested, feeling unworthy to die on a cross like Jesus. Andrews evangelistic zeal and willingness to endure suffering for Christ serve as enduring examples of faith and commitment to the Great Commission.Photo credit:
Unsplash/Adolfo Flix Jesus Christ selected 12 apostles from among his early followers to become his closest companions, and each of these disciples had unique characteristics that would benefit the Lord's mission. After an intensive discipleship course and following his resurrection from the dead, Jesus fully commissioned the apostles (Matthew
28:16-2, Mark 16:15) to advance God's kingdom and carry the gospel message to the world. We find the names of the 12 apostles in Matthew 10:2-4, Mark 3:14-19, and Luke 6:13-16. These men became the pioneering leaders of the New Testament church, but they were not without faults and shortcomings. Interestingly, not one of the chosen
apostles was a scholar or rabbi. These men had no extraordinary skills. Neither religious nor refined, they were ordinary people, like you and me. But God chose them for a purpose to fan the flames of the gospel that would spread across the face of the earth and continue to burn bright throughout centuries to follow. God selected and used each of
these regular guys to carry out his exceptional plan. Take a few moments to learn about the 12 apostles of Jesus and their characteristics. Discover lessons from the men who helped ignite the light of truth that still dwells within hearts today and calls people to come and follow Christ. Detail of "The Charge to Peter" by James Tissot.SuperStock / Getty
Images Many people can identify with Peter, a disciple who was one minute walking on water by faith and the next sinking in doubt. Impulsive and emotional, Peter is best known for denying Jesus when the pressure was on. Even so, Christ dearly loved Peter and gave him a special place among the Twelve. Peter, a spokesman for the apostles, stands
out in the Gospels. Whenever the men are listed, Peter's name is first. He, James, and John formed the inner circle of Jesus' closest companions. These three alone were given the privilege of experiencing the transfiguration and a few other extraordinary revelations of Christ. After the resurrection, Peter became a bold evangelist and missionary, and
one of the greatest leaders of the early church. He was passionate until the end: Historians record that when sentenced to death by crucifixion, Peter requested to face toward the ground because he did not feel worthy to die in the same manner as his Savior. Tradition says Andrew died a martyr on a Crux Decussata, or X-shaped cross.Leemage /
Corbis via Getty Images The apostle Andrew abandoned John the Baptist to become the first follower of Jesus of Nazareth, but John the Baptist did not mind. He knew his mission was to point people to the Messiah. Like many of us, Andrew lived in the shadow of his more famous sibling, Simon Peter. All four Gospels identifyAndrewas Peter's brother.
The pair was fromBethsaida, a town north of the Sea of Galilee. Andrew led Peter to Christ, then stepped into the background as his boisterous brother became a leader among the apostles and in the early church. The Gospels do not tell us a great deal about Andrew, but reading between the lines reveals a person who thirsted for truth and found it in
the living water of Jesus. In the life of Andrew, we discover how a simple fisherman dropped his nets on the shore and went on to become a remarkable fisher of men. Detail of "Saint James the Greater" by Guido Reni, c. 1636-1638.The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston Each of the synoptic Gospels identifies James as an early disciple of Jesus. James, the
son of Zebedee, often called James the Greater to distinguish him from the other apostle James, was a member of Christ's inner circle, which included his brother, the apostle John, and Peter. Not only did James and John earn a special nickname from the Lord "sons of thunder" they were privileged to be at the forefront of three supernatural events in
Christ's life. In addition to these honors, James was the first of the 12 apostles to be martyred for his faith, in A.D. 44. Detail of "Saint John the Evangelist" by Domenichino, late 1620s.Courtesy National Gallery, London Jesus nicknamed the apostle John, brother to James the Greater, one of the "sons of thunder," but it is said John liked to call himself
"the disciple whom Jesus loved." John was probably younger than James since he is usually mentioned after him. With their father Zebedee, the brothers were fishermen when Jesus called them. With his fiery temperament and special devotion to the Savior, John gained a favored place in Christ's inner circle. His enormous impact on the early
Christian church and his larger-than-life personality make him a fascinating character study. His writings reveal contrasting traits. For instance, on the first Easter morning, with his typical zeal and enthusiasm, John raced Peter to the tomb after Mary Magdalene reported that it was empty. Although John won the race according to the Gospel (John
20:1-9), he initially stopped short of entering the tomb, and Peter entered first. According to tradition, John outlived all of the apostles, dying of old age in Ephesus, where he preached a gospel of love and taught against heresy. Detail of "Apostle St. Philip" by El Greco, 1612.Public domain Philip was one of the first disciples to follow Jesus and he
wasted no time encouraging others, like Nathanael, to do the same. Philip plays a larger role in the Gospel of John than he does in the other three Gospels. In John 14:89, Philip asks Jesus, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied. Jesus replies, Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and yet you still dont know who I am? Anyone who has
seen me has seen the Father!"(NLT) Although little is known about him after the ascension of Christ, Bible historians believe Philip preached the gospel in Phrygia, in Asia Minor, and died a martyr there at Hierapolis. One thing we know for certain, Philips search for the truth led him directly to the promised Messiah. Detail of "The Martyrdom of
Saint Bartholomew," by Giambattista Tiepolo, 1722 - 1723.Sergio Anelli / Electa / Mondadori Portfolio via Getty Images Nathanael, believed to be the disciple Bartholomew, experienced a jarring first encounter with Jesus. When the apostle Philip called him to come and meet the Messiah, Nathanael was skeptical, but he followed along anyway. As
Philip introduced him to Jesus, the Lord declared, "Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing false." Immediately Nathanael wanted to know, "How do you know me?" Jesus got his attention when he answered, "I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you." Well, that stopped Nathanael in his tracks. Shocked and
surprised, he declared, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel." Nathanael garnered only a few lines in the Gospels, nevertheless, in that instant, he became a loyal follower of Jesus Christ. Detail of "Apostle Saint Matthew" by El Greco, 1610-1614.Leemage / Corbis via Getty Images Levi, who became the apostle Matthew, was a
customs official in Capernaum who taxed imports and exports based on his own judgment. The Jews hated him because he worked for Rome and betrayed his countrymen. But upon hearing two words from Jesus, "Follow me," Matthew left everything and obeyed. Like us, he longed to be accepted and loved. Matthew recognized Jesus as someone
worth sacrificing for, so he gave up his comfortable life to serve and follow him. "The Incredulity of Saint Thomas" by Caravaggio, 1603.Public domain The apostle Thomas is often known as "Doubting Thomas" because he refused to believe that Jesus had risen from the dead until he saw and touched Christ's physical wounds. As far as disciples go,
however, history has dealt Thomas a bum rap. After all, each of the 12 apostles, except John, abandoned Jesus during his trial and death at Calvary. Thomas was prone to extremes. Earlier, he had demonstrated courageous faith, willing to risk his own life to follow Jesus into Judea. There is an important lesson to be gained from studying Thomas: If we
are truly seeking to know the truth and are honest with ourselves and others about our struggles and doubts, God will faithfully meet us and reveal himself to us, as he did for Thomas. Hulton Archive / Getty Images James the Less is one of the most obscure apostles. The only things we know for certain are his name and that he was present in the
upper room of Jerusalem after Christ ascended to heaven. In Twelve Ordinary Men, a book about the apostles, John MacArthur suggests that James the Less's obscurity may have been the distinguishing mark of his life. It is quite possible that James' complete anonymity reveals something profound about his character. Detail of "Apostle Saint Simon"
by El Greco, 1610-1614.Fine Art Images / Heritage Images / Getty Images Who is not intrigued by a good mystery? One puzzling question is the exact identity of Simon the Zealot, the Bible's own mystery apostle. Scripture tells us almost nothing about Simon. The Gospels mention him in three places, but only to list his name. In Acts 1:13, we learn
that he was present with the apostles in the upper room of Jerusalem after Christ ascended to heaven. Beyond those few details, we can only speculate about Simon and his designation as a Zealot. Detail of "Saint Thaddeus" by Domenico Fetti. Arte & Immagini srl / Corbis via Getty Images Listed together with Simon the Zealot and James the Less,
Thaddeus completes a grouping of the least-known apostles. In Twelve Ordinary Men, Thaddeus is characterized as a tender-hearted, gentle man who displays childlike humility. In remorse, Judas Iscariot throws down the 30 pieces of silver he received in payment for betraying Christ.Hulton Archive / Getty Images Judas Iscariot is the apostle who
betrayed Jesus with a kiss. For this supreme act of treachery, some would say Judas made the greatest error in history. Down through time, people have had mixed feelings about Judas. Some experience a sense of hatred toward him, others feel pity, and some have even considered him a hero. No matter how you react to Judas, one thing is certain,
believers can benefit greatly by taking a serious look at his life. The twelve disciples, also known as the twelve apostles, were the closest followers of Jesus Christ during His earthly ministry. Chosen by Jesus Himself, these men played a crucial role in spreading His teachings and laying the foundation of the early Christian Church. Coming from
diverse backgroundsfishermen, a tax collector, and even a political zealotthey were ordinary individuals transformed by their encounter with Jesus.Quick Facts about Jesus's DisciplesPeter (Simon Peter) A fisherman, one of Jesus' closest disciples, denied Jesus three times but later became a key leader in the early Church.James (son of Zebedee)
Brother of John, also called "James the Greater" one of the "Sons of Thunder," and the first apostle to be martyred.John (son of Zebedee) Brother of James, referred to as "the disciple whom Jesus loved," authored the Gospel of John, and was exiled to Patmos.Andrew Brother of Peter, originally a disciple of John the Baptist, known for bringing people to
Jesus.Philip Introduced Nathanael (Bartholomew) to Jesus and was present at the feeding of the 5,000.Bartholomew (Nathanael) Known for his honesty, brought to Jesus by Philip, and possibly preached in India and Armenia.Matthew (Levi) A former tax collector who became one of Jesus disciples and authored the Gospel of Matthew.Thomas
(Didymus) Famously doubted Jesus' resurrection until he saw and touched His wounds, later spread the Gospel to India.James (son of Alphaeus) Sometimes called "James the Less," little is recorded about him, but he was a faithful follower of Jesus.Thaddeus (Jude, son of James) Also called Judas (not Iscariot), asked Jesus a question at the Last Supper
and preached after the resurrection.Simon the Zealot A former member of the Zealot movement, became a passionate follower of Jesus and spread the Gospel.Judas Iscariot Betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver and later took his own life out of guilt.Matthias Chosen by the remaining apostles to replace Judas Iscariot, was a witness of Jesus' ministry,
death, and resurrection.Whats the Difference Between Disciple and Apostle?The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia notes a significant difference between apostle and another commonly associated word, "disciple,” which means "a learner." The 12 disciples are first called apostles in Matthew 10:2. According to John Gills Commentary, they
were learners before; now being instructed, they are sent forth to preach publicly, and therefore are called apostles, or messengers.Jesus Calls His DisciplesAnd he went up on the mountain and called to him those whom he desired, and they came to him. And he appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles) so that they might be with him and he
might send them out to preach and have authority to cast out demons. He appointed the twelve: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter); James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James (to whom he gave the name Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder); Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him (Mark 3:13-19).Who Were the 12 ApostlesThe twelve Apostles were sent into the world for a definite purpose, with explicit instructions from the Lord.Nationality and Early Life. They were all of the stock of Abraham, and their early lives were spent in their native
land (Matthew 4; Matthew 20:1-11).Their Opportunities. Jesus spake to the multitude in parables, but in secret places He explained everything to His apostles (Matthew 13:33-43; John 14:1-9).Their Ordination. Jesus called them, ordained them and sent them into the world even as His Father had sent Him (John 15:16; John 17:6-18).The First
Commission. The first time Jesus sent the apostles to preach, He restricted their labors to the "lost sheep of the house of Israel" (Matthew 10:6), and their preaching to the simple announcement that the kingdom of God was at hand (Matthew 10:1-7).The Second Commission. After Jesus had broken down the middle wall between Jew and Gentile by his
death on the cross, He gave His apostles a new commission (Ephesians 2:11-16).According to Matthew, this commission embraced:the announcement that all authority in heaven and in earth had been given unto Him;the command to go and teach;the command to baptize those who were taught;the command to continue to teach the baptized
disciples;the assurance that He would be with them to the end (Matthew 28:18-20).According to Mark, it embraced:the command to preach the gospel to the whole world;the promise of salvation to those who believe and obey it (Mark 16:15).According to Luke, it embraced:the command to preach repentance in His name;to begin at Jerusalem;the
assurance that the apostles were witnesses of these things (Luke 24:45-48).According to John, it embraced, under the condition laid down by Jesus, the power to remit and retain sins (John 20:21-23).What Happened to the Disciples?After Jesus' resurrection, the twelve apostles went on to spread His message across the world, facing various
challenges, miracles, and persecution. Each disciple took a different path, with some traveling to distant lands to preach the Gospel, while others remained closer to Jerusalem. Their faithfulness often led to martyrdom, yet their legacy continues to shape Christianity today.Simon Peter: Spread the Gospel in Jerusalem and abroad including Antioch. He
died by crucifixion, and according to tradition, he asked to die upside-down. His death was prophesied by Jesus in John 21:18.Thaddeus also called Jude: Crucified at Edessa.Bartholomew: Said to have translated the Gospel of Matthew, is believed to have been beaten then crucified.Thomas also called Didymus: Went to Parthia and India, where he is
believed to have been martyred.Simon the Zealot: Went to Africa and may have gone as far north as Britain, where tradition holds he was martyred.John: Travelled and spread the Gospel till he was sent to Rome. They attempted to boil him in oil which failed so he was banished to Patmos, where he wrote the Book of Revelation.James the son of
Zebedee: His death was the second account of martyrdom in the Bible, James was executed in Jerusalem for his faith, as recounted in Acts 12:1-2.Philip: Served the cause of Christ until his death in Heliopolis.Matthew: It is believed much of Matthews ministry was in Africa, including modern-day Ethiopia, and that he was killed with a halberd.James
the son of Alphaeus: He served until he was stoned for his faith.Matthias: Not much is known of his ministry, though tradition holds he was stoned and then beheaded.Andrew: Preached in what is now the middle east and was crucified.(Sourced from Biblestudytools.com)Judas Replaced by MatthiasAfter betraying Jesus and turning Him over to the
religious leaders, Judas eventually committed suicide. The apostles then had to decide whether to replace Judas restoring the number to twelve. The apostles prayed that God would reveal His choice based on the hearts of the men. To surely give the judgment up to God, they renounced authority over the decision: And they cast lots for them, and the
lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles (Acts 1:26). Matthias was ordained, and there were twelve apostles once again.Sources:BibleStudyTools.com, Matthew Henry Commentary on the Whole Bible (Complete), Matthew 10.NIV Zondervan Study Bible (2015), Matthew 10.Johnson, Ashley S. "Entry for "The Twelve
Apostles'". "Condensed Biblical Cyclopedia."Public DomainPhoto Credit: Thinkstock Simon Peter: Positioned first in the list, Simon Peter was the first apostle called by Jesus and is often considered the leader of the apostles. His name, Peter, means rock in Greek, symbolizing his foundational role in establishing the early Church. The number one
traditionally symbolizes unity and primacy, underscoring Simon Peters unique role as the cornerstone of the early Church. As Jesus said in Matthew 16:18, And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.Andrew: Listed second, Andrew was the brother of Simon Peter and also one
of the first disciples called by Jesus. His position symbolizes his role as a connector who brought his brother, Simon Peter, to Jesus. The number two often represents companionship and collaboration, highlighting Andrews role as a bridge between people and Christ. In John 1:41, Andrew tells his brother, We have found the Messiah. Discover How To
Rekindle The Romance using The Love PrayerJames (son of Zebedee): Listed third, James, along with his brother John, were among the first disciples called by Jesus. They were even given the nickname Boanerges, which means sons of thunder, suggesting their passionate and fiery nature. The number three in biblical numerology signifies divine
wholeness, completeness, or perfection. As one of the inner circle apostles, James represents the complete faith required to follow Jesus. Mark 10:35 recounts, Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. Teacher, they said, we want you to do for us whatever we ask.'John: Positioned fourth, John is traditionally believed to be the author of
the Gospel of John and the book of Revelation. The number four is tied to creation and the physical world in biblical symbolism, reflecting Johns authorship of a Gospel that emphasizes Jesus incarnation, presenting Him as the Word-made-flesh. John 1:1 declares, In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God.Philip: Philip holds the fifth position, which could symbolize Gods grace or goodness. Five can denote grace in biblical numerology, mirroring Philips role in spreading the good news of Jesus grace. He is notably remembered for his conversation with Nathanael (Bartholomew) in John 1:45-46, showcasing his evangelistic spirit. As John 1:45
records, Philip found Nathanael and said to him, We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.'Bartholomew/Nathanael: As the sixth apostle, Bartholomew, also known as Nathanael, might represent the imperfections of man and the sinfulness of humanity. Six is often associated with
human weakness and sin in biblical numerology. His initial skepticism about Jesus being the Messiah (Can anything good come out of Nazareth?) could be seen as a reflection of human doubt and imperfection. But Jesus saw beyond his skepticism, as John 1:47 reveals, Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, Behold, an Israelite
indeed, in whom there is no deceit!'Matthew: Positioned seventh, Matthew was a tax collector before he became a follower of Christ. Seven, a highly spiritual number, symbolizes divine completeness and perfection in biblical numerology. His position represents a profound spiritual metamorphosisfrom being perceived as a tax collector, deemed a
sinner and collaborator with the Roman oppressors, to becoming an unwavering disciple of Christ. Matthews calling is beautifully chronicled in Matthew 9:9, which recounts, As Jesus moved forward, he caught sight of a man named Matthew, manning the tax booth, to whom he declared, Follow me. Without hesitation, Matthew rose and faithfully
pursued him.Thomas: Known as Doubting Thomas, his eighth position could symbolize new beginnings or resurrection. Eight is the number of new beginnings in biblical numerology, reflecting Thomas renewed faith after his initial doubt about Jesus resurrection. His story reminds us that doubt can lead to deeper faith. As John 14:5 states, Thomas
said to him, Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?'James (son of Alphaeus): As the ninth apostle, James son of Alphaeus might represent finality or judgment. Nine is associated with divine completeness or finality in biblical numerology. Not much is known about him, but his position in the list could reflect the quieter,
supportive roles that help establish firm foundations for communities like the Church. Though not much is directly said about him, James son of Alphaeuss mentioned in Mark 3:18, and Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot, underscores his presence
among the apostles. The Saint Rita Devotional GuideSimon the Zealot: Holding the tenth position, Simon the Zealot might symbolize law, responsibility, and the completeness of order in the universe. Ten is associated with divine order and law in biblical numerology, mirroring Simon the Zealots fervor for Jewish law and his zeal in following Christ. As
Acts 1:13 lists, When they had entered the city, they went up to the upper room where they were staying; that is, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James.Judas the Greater: Placed eleventh, Judas the Greater, also known as
Thaddaeus or Lebbaeus, could symbolize disorder and chaos. Eleven often indicates disorder and chaos in biblical numerology, perhaps foreshadowing the chaos and confusion that would ensue among the apostles following Jesus crucifixion. Despite sharing a name with the infamous Judas Iscariot, Judas the Greater remained faithful to Jesus. As John
14:22 records, Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?'Judas Iscariot: Positioned twelfth, Judas Iscariot is infamously known for betraying Jesus for thirty pieces of silver. Twelve is a number of perfect governmental foundations, an ironic position considering Judas Iscariots betrayal led
to the ultimate sacrifice that established the New Covenant. His story serves as a stark reminder of the consequences of betrayal and the profound mercy and sovereignty of God, who can bring good out of even the darkest situations. As Matthew 26:14-15 recounts, Then one of the Twelvethe one called Judas Iscariotwent to the chief priests and
asked, What are you willing to give me if I deliver him over to you? So they counted out for him thirty pieces of silver.SubtopicsApostlesApostles: A Title Distinguishing the Twelve DisciplesApostles: Authority of Commission of, AboveApostles: Commission ofApostles: Duties of Commission of, Above,Apostles: Fail to Comprehend the Nature and
Mission of JesusApostles: FalseApostles: Forsake JesusApostles: Inspiration ofApostles: Miraculous Power Given ToApostles: Moral State of, Before PentecostApostles: Names ofApostles: Selection ofApostles: Slow to Receive Jesus, As MessiahApostles: UnlearnedThe Apostles were Hated by the WorldThe Apostles were not of the WorldThe Apostles
were Unlearned MenThe Apostles: Called by ChristThe Apostles: Called by GodThe Apostles: Called by The Holy SpiritThe Apostles: Christ Always Present WithThe Apostles: Christ Pre-Eminently Called "The Apostle"The Apostles: Empowered to Work MiraclesThe Apostles: Equal Authority Given to Each ofThe Apostles: Guided by the Spirit Into all
TruthThe Apostles: Humility Urged UponThe Apostles: Instructed by the Spirit to Answer AdversariesThe Apostles: Mutual Love Urged UponThe Apostles: Ordained by ChristThe Apostles: Persecutions and Sufferings ofThe Apostles: Received Their Title from ChristThe Apostles: Saw Christ in the FleshThe Apostles: Selected from Obscure StationsThe
Apostles: Self-Denial Urged UponThe Apostles: Sent First to the House of IsraelThe Apostles: Sent to Preach the Gospel to all NationsThe Apostles: Specially Devoted to the office of the MinistryThe Apostles: The Holy Spirit Given ToThe Apostles: Warned Against a Timid Profession of ChristThe Apostles: Witnesses of the Resurrection and Ascension
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