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The	Seminole	People's	Resilient	History	in	Florida	Given	the	rich	history	of	Florida's	indigenous	people,	it	is	essential	to	understand	the	struggles	and	triumphs	of	the	Seminole	tribe.	The	ancestors	of	today's	Seminoles	arrived	in	the	region	from	Alabama	and	Georgia	during	the	1700s	and	early	1800s,	establishing	themselves	as	a	distinct	group	known
for	their	independence	and	language	diversity.	The	term	"Seminole"	originated	from	the	Spanish	word	cimarrón,	meaning	"wild"	or	"runaway,"	reflecting	their	free-spirited	nature.	Throughout	the	19th	century,	the	Seminoles	faced	significant	challenges,	including	three	wars	with	the	U.S.	military	that	ultimately	led	to	their	removal	from	their
ancestral	lands.	However,	a	small	group	of	approximately	200	survivors	managed	to	evade	capture	and	lived	in	virtual	isolation	within	the	Everglades	for	many	years.	They	developed	unique	ways	of	survival,	utilizing	chickees	–	open-sided	structures	adapted	to	the	swampy	environment	–	to	hunt,	gather	wild	foods,	and	grow	crops.	As	white	settlers
began	to	move	into	south	Florida,	they	established	trading	posts	with	the	Seminoles,	exchanging	goods	such	as	cloth,	guns,	and	tools	for	animal	hides	and	pelts.	This	mutually	beneficial	relationship	allowed	the	Seminoles	to	maintain	their	traditional	way	of	life	until	the	20th	century,	when	external	pressures,	including	the	draining	of	the	Everglades,
led	to	a	decline	in	their	trading	post	era.	The	Seminole	people	found	innovative	ways	to	adapt	to	changing	circumstances,	including	entering	the	tourism	industry.	Exhibition	villages	became	a	popular	attraction	from	the	1920s	to	the	1960s,	featuring	men	wrestling	alligators	and	women	creating	traditional	crafts	such	as	dolls,	baskets,	and	carvings.
These	seasonal	jobs	provided	essential	income	for	some	Seminoles.	Today,	the	Seminole	people	continue	to	be	involved	in	Florida's	tourism	industry,	with	women	sewing	colorful	patchwork	clothing	that	is	a	distinctive	aspect	of	their	culture.	Patchwork	originated	around	1917	and	involves	sewing	together	different	colored	strips	of	cloth	to	create
intricate	designs.	The	Seminole	Tribe	of	Florida	has	also	established	reservations,	including	Big	Cypress,	Dania	(now	Hollywood),	and	Brighton,	which	provide	a	foundation	for	their	sovereignty.	The	tribe's	efforts	to	maintain	their	independence	have	been	met	with	success,	particularly	in	the	area	of	economic	self-sufficiency.	Their	involvement	in
gaming	ventures	has	enabled	them	to	achieve	financial	stability,	allowing	them	to	invest	in	essential	services	such	as	healthcare,	housing,	employment,	and	education.	As	they	continue	to	thrive,	the	Seminole	people	remain	proud	of	their	heritage,	referring	to	themselves	as	the	"Unconquered	People"	–	a	testament	to	their	resilience	and	determination.
The	Seminole	Tribe's	Path	to	Economic	Independence	Ft.	Pierce,	and	Tampa.	The	Seminoles	strive	for	economic	self-sufficiency	by	venturing	into	various	industries.	Tourism	and	bingo	revenues	fund	infrastructure	and	schools	on	their	reservations.	Citrus	groves	and	cattle	have	replaced	early	20th-century	trade	in	animal	hides	and	crafts	as	primary
revenue	sources.	Simultaneously,	the	tribe	preserves	traditional	ways	of	life.	Some	Seminoles	still	reside	in	open,	palm-thatched	dwellings	called	chickees,	wear	clothing	inspired	by	ancient	styles,	and	celebrate	seasonal	changes	reminiscent	of	their	ancestors'	customs.	They	also	participate	in	schools	and	festivals	throughout	the	state,	performing
traditional	dance	and	music	to	share	their	history	with	non-Indians.	Seminole	History:	A	Complex	Past	Creeks	Migrate	to	Florida	Seminole	history	begins	with	Creek	Indians	from	Georgia	and	Alabama	who	migrated	to	Florida	in	the	1700s.	Conflicts	with	Europeans	and	other	tribes	led	them	to	seek	new	lands	for	peace.	Groups	of	Lower	Creeks	moved
to	Florida	to	escape	Upper	Creeks'	dominance.	Some	Creeks	searched	for	fertile	land	to	plant	crops.	The	name	"Seminole"	emerged	in	the	1770s,	meaning	"wild	people"	or	"runaway."	The	population	also	grew	with	runaway	slaves	seeking	refuge	among	the	Indians.	However,	conflicts	with	white	settlers	escalated	into	three	wars	against	the	United
States.	In	1817,	President	Andrew	Jackson	invaded	Spanish	Florida,	and	the	Seminoles	were	forced	to	flee	further	south.	The	Indian	Removal	Act	of	1830	led	to	the	Second	Seminole	War.	After	defeating	the	U.S.	in	early	battles,	Osceola	was	captured	in	1837.	By	1858,	more	than	3,000	Seminoles	had	been	relocated	west	of	the	Mississippi	River.	The
Black	Seminoles,	a	group	of	self-emancipated	formerly	enslaved	people	and	some	free	blacks	from	Spanish	rule,	formed	a	distinct	community	that	blended	Native	American	and	African	influences.	These	individuals,	who	became	known	as	Black	Seminoles,	built	towns	near	Native	American	settlements	and	developed	a	unique	culture	that	emphasized
resistance	to	U.S.	rule.	The	Seminole	people	have	a	rich	history	in	Florida,	dating	back	to	the	arrival	of	missionaries	and	Anglo-American	schools	in	their	territory.	The	Oak	Ridge	Mission,	founded	by	Presbyterian	institutions,	brought	the	first	boarding	schools	to	Seminole	communities,	initially	prohibiting	students	from	speaking	Muskogee	or
practicing	cultural	and	religious	ceremonies.	However,	over	time,	there	has	been	a	resurgence	of	language	and	culture	preservation.	Despite	decades	of	conflict,	including	the	three	main	Seminole	Wars	(1817-1818,	1835-1842,	and	1855),	the	Seminoles	have	managed	to	maintain	their	vibrant	culture.	The	yearly	Green	Corn	Dance,	which	celebrates
gratitude	for	the	Creator,	is	a	testament	to	their	enduring	traditions.	This	ceremony,	lasting	for	days,	incorporates	elements	of	dancing,	meals,	dress,	and	community	involvement.	The	Seminole	Wars	had	a	profound	impact	on	the	tribe's	history.	The	first	war	pushed	them	further	back	into	Florida	and	southern	Georgia,	while	the	Second	War	was
sparked	by	the	Treaty	of	Payne’s	Landing,	which	forced	Indians	to	relinquish	their	land	in	Florida	within	three	years.	The	Third	War	saw	conflicts	over	land	between	white	settlers	and	remaining	Seminoles	in	Florida,	resulting	in	a	significant	decline	in	the	population.	Today,	the	Seminole	Tribe	has	evolved,	adapting	to	economic	progress	while
maintaining	respect	for	traditional	practices.	They	have	become	financially	independent,	joining	various	industries	such	as	tourism	and	bingo,	which	provide	funds	for	schools	and	infrastructure	on	reservations.	The	Big	Cypress	Indian	Reservation,	home	to	the	Seminole	Tribe	of	Florida,	offers	a	unique	cultural	experience,	with	attractions	like	the	Ah-
Tah-Thi-Ki	Museum	and	Big	Cypress	RV	Resort	&	Campground.	Visitors	can	immerse	themselves	in	the	natural	beauty	of	the	Everglades,	exploring	the	land	and	experiencing	the	Seminole	connection.	The	tribe's	entrepreneurial	spirit	is	evident	in	the	creation	of	these	attractions,	which	are	governed	by	the	Seminole	Tribe	of	Florida	today.	With	over	a
million	visitors	annually,	the	Big	Cypress	Reservation	has	become	a	destination	for	those	seeking	an	unforgettable	experience.	The	magic	and	beauty	of	our	home	in	Florida	Everglades	is	deeply	rooted	in	the	rich	history	of	the	indigenous	peoples	who	once	called	it	home.	Abiaka,	a	respected	medicine	man	of	the	Mikasuki	tribe,	played	a	pivotal	role	in
guiding	his	people	through	nearly	five	decades	of	war	during	the	Seminole	Wars.	Known	to	American	soldiers	as	"The	Devil"	and	Sam	Jones,	he	was	a	multifaceted	leader,	warrior,	spy,	strategist,	and	diplomat	who	opposed	removal	from	Florida	with	unwavering	strength.	Osceola's	family	joined	the	Seminole	following	the	Creek	Civil	War,	and	his
remarkable	skills	as	a	speaker	and	battle	prowess	earned	him	recognition	as	a	prominent	warrior.	His	steadfast	opposition	to	removal	led	to	becoming	a	key	spokesperson	for	Abiaka,	often	acting	as	a	voice	for	the	tribe	in	negotiations	with	American	leaders.	Despite	being	given	the	task	of	killing	Wiley	Thompson,	Osceola's	attack	on	Fort	King	brought
him	into	the	spotlight,	and	he	went	on	to	lead	several	major	battles.	The	capture	of	Osceola	and	Coacoochee	under	a	flag	of	truce	remains	one	of	the	darkest	moments	in	American	military	history.	Both	leaders	were	taken	from	Florida,	with	Coacoochee	ultimately	escaping	from	prison	and	leading	his	people	to	better	conditions	in	Mexico.	Alligator
served	as	a	leader	and	strategist	during	the	Seminole	Wars,	witnessing	some	of	the	fiercest	battles	and	providing	valuable	firsthand	accounts	for	later	historians.	Betty	Mae	Tiger	Jumper	became	the	first	woman	elected	to	chair	the	Seminole	Tribe	of	Florida	in	1967,	breaking	barriers	in	her	life	and	leaving	a	lasting	impact	on	the	tribe.	Her	efforts
helped	organize	the	constitutional	committee	and	create	the	constitution	of	the	Seminole	Tribe	of	Florida.	Billy	Bowlegs	III	introduced	Americans	to	the	Seminole	tribe	and	their	story	in	the	20th	century,	sharing	traditional	cultural	stories	and	skills	with	the	children	of	the	Brighton	Reservation.	Coacoochee,	known	as	Wild	Cat,	was	a	front-line	leader
during	the	Seminole	Wars,	responsible	for	planning	many	victories	and	earning	the	description	"the	most	dangerous	chieftain	in	the	field"	from	American	officers.	His	friendship	with	Albert	DeVayne	allowed	him	to	share	the	Seminole	story,	and	his	strategic	ability	and	combat	prowess	made	him	a	renowned	leader.	The	legacy	of	these	Seminole
leaders	continues	to	shape	the	tribe's	identity	and	struggles	today.	From	Abiaka's	unwavering	opposition	to	removal	to	Osceola's	remarkable	leadership,	their	stories	serve	as	a	testament	to	the	resilience	and	strength	of	the	Seminole	people.	The	Seminole	people	have	a	rich	and	complex	history	that	spans	over	two	centuries.	One	of	the	most	trusted
military	leaders	during	this	time	was	Thlocklo	Tustenuggee,	who	led	the	Cow	Creek	band	of	Seminole	in	the	late	1800s.	A	veteran	of	the	Seminole	Wars,	Tom	Tiger	played	a	crucial	role	in	keeping	the	Seminoles	alive	and	together	while	establishing	friendly	trade	and	relations	with	settlers	in	Florida.	Tom	Tiger	became	a	known	figure	in	Okeechobee,
where	he	lent	a	settler	his	horse,	only	to	have	it	stolen.	This	incident	led	him	to	take	an	American	to	court,	marking	a	significant	event	in	Seminole	history.	Tragically,	Tom	Tiger's	life	was	cut	short	when	he	was	struck	by	lightning	while	making	a	canoe.	Despite	this	loss,	Tom	Tiger	continued	to	make	history.	His	remains	were	later	found	and	returned
to	the	tribe	after	being	stolen	by	a	charlatan	claiming	to	be	an	anthropologist	with	the	Smithsonian.	The	return	of	his	remains	was	a	major	victory	for	the	Seminoles	and	marked	one	of	the	first	acts	of	repatriation	of	stolen	Indian	remains.	The	Seminole	people	have	a	deep	and	complex	ancestry,	tracing	their	roots	back	to	the	ancient	Indigenous	people
of	Florida,	as	well	as	Native	American	migrants	from	Georgia	and	Alabama.	The	Muscogee	Creek	and	other	Native	American	groups	played	a	significant	role	in	shaping	the	Seminoles'	identity	and	culture.	Throughout	the	1800s,	the	United	States	attempted	to	force	the	Seminoles	off	their	lands	and	relocate	them	to	Indian	Territory	(now	Oklahoma).
However,	most	Seminoles	refused	to	leave	voluntarily,	and	the	U.S.	military	invaded	their	homelands	to	enforce	removal.	This	led	to	thousands	of	Seminoles	surrendering	or	being	captured	or	killed	in	the	fighting.	The	Seminole	Wars	were	a	prolonged	conflict	that	lasted	from	1816	to	1858,	with	three	distinct	phases:	the	First	Seminole	War	(1816-
1818),	the	Second	Seminole	War	(1835-1842),	and	the	Third	Seminole	War	(1855-1858).	The	Seminoles	often	viewed	these	wars	as	a	single	conflict,	rather	than	separate	events.	Throughout	their	history,	the	Seminoles	have	been	led	by	numerous	heroes	who	fought	for	their	people's	rights	and	freedoms.	Two	of	the	most	important	leaders	were	Abiaka
(Sam	Jones)	and	Emateloye	(Polly	Parker).	Other	notable	figures	include	Micanopy,	Tiger	Tail,	Billy	Bowlegs,	and	Osceola.	Despite	being	misunderstood	as	the	main	leader	of	the	Seminole	resistance,	Osceola	was	actually	a	vocal	warrior	who	was	captured	by	the	United	States	in	1837.	His	capture	sparked	controversy	in	the	United	States,	and	he
became	a	symbol	of	the	Seminole	resistance.	In	the	early	twentieth	century,	the	Seminoles	increasingly	relied	on	their	neighbors	for	access	to	markets	and	employment.	They	traded	various	goods,	including	animal	pelts	and	hides,	bird	feathers,	and	fruits	and	nuts,	for	essential	items	like	sewing	machines,	knives,	and	guns.	However,	the	draining	of
the	Everglades	in	the	early	20th	century	and	other	issues	made	it	harder	for	the	Seminoles	to	provide	for	themselves.	As	a	result,	they	increasingly	relied	on	the	marketplace	and	adapted	to	new	economic	paths.	The	United	States	formally	created	several	reservations,	including	the	Brighton,	Big	Cypress,	and	Dania	(later	called	Hollywood)
Reservations.	The	Seminoles'	ancestral	lands,	which	include	parts	of	what	they	consider	their	homelands,	are	crucial	for	establishing	a	reservation.	The	federal	government's	recognition	is	essential	for	this	designation.	Although	some	Seminole	communities	reside	outside	the	official	reservations,	services	provided	by	the	federal	government	and	tribal
protections	largely	remain	restricted	to	these	areas.	The	other	Seminole	reservations	were	established	later.	In	exchange	for	maintaining	self-governance	and	their	reservation	lands,	the	Florida	Seminoles	agreed	to	create	a	democratic	government	and	centralize	their	tribe.	In	1957,	they	wrote	and	ratified	a	constitution,	formally	creating	The
Seminole	Tribe	of	Florida.	It	is	led	by	a	Chairman	or	Chairwoman,	a	President	overseeing	the	Board	of	Directors,	and	a	Tribal	Council	with	voting	representatives	from	its	three	largest	reservations.	Positions	are	held	for	four	years	in	the	Chairperson	and	President	roles	while	two-year	terms	apply	to	the	Tribal	Council	and	Board	Representatives.
Other	reservations	have	non-voting	representation.	The	Seminoles	played	a	significant	role	in	the	nation's	struggle	for	economic	self-determination,	gaining	national	prominence	in	the	1970s	by	fighting	for	tax-free	cigarette	sales,	high-stakes	Bingo	operations,	and	modern	casino	openings.	Their	efforts	resulted	in	precedent-setting	lawsuits,	including
Butterworth	vs.	Seminole	Tribe	of	Florida,	which	led	to	the	Indian	Gaming	Regulatory	Act.	Today,	the	Seminole	Tribe	of	Florida	is	a	global	leader	in	tourism	and	cattle	raising.	They	own	Hard	Rock	Inc.	and	most	of	its	franchises,	boasting	the	fourth-largest	cattle	herd	in	Florida	and	twelfth-largest	in	the	country.	With	proceeds	from	these	enterprises,
they	provide	various	governmental	services	to	their	citizens,	including	state-of-the-art	schools,	medical	care,	senior	centers,	and	early	learning	centers.	The	tribe	governs	itself	with	its	own	police	and	fire	departments,	housing	administration,	court	system,	and	features	a	world-class	museum,	Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki.
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