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The first bell echoes at John Marshall High School on the eve of graduation. Students barely notice the electronic ding that rings from the loudspeakers. Instead, theyre focused on basketball games and chatting at lunch tables, eagerly looking forward to summer break. Fifty yards away, the Marshall football field sits empty, devoid of both staff and
students. On this cloudy June morning in Los Feliz, the field feels largely overlooked. Its hard to believe that four decades ago, this spot served as the backdrop for one of cinemas most iconic endings, which coincidentally unfolded on the last day of school. Grease, released on June 16, 1978, captured hearts with its 1950s charm, John Travoltas
rebellious T-Bird Danny Zuko, and Olivia Newton-Johns wholesome Sandy Olsson. The films catchy soundtrack, still a staple at weddings and karaoke nights, became one of 1978s top-selling albums, trailing only Saturday Night Fever. The rock-and-roll musical grossed millions, blending nostalgia with fresh energy. The films success wasnt accidental.
It drew inspiration from earlier location-based musicals like West Side Story, which used New Yorks gritty streets to ground its story. Grease director Randal Kleiser cited West Side Story as a key influence, noting how Robert Wises use of real-world settings added authenticity. Kleiser mirrored this by incorporating L.A.s concrete landscapes into
scenes like the Thunder Road drag race. This approach helped bridge the gap between stage and screen, making the film feel more relatable. Beyond Grease, the 1970s saw a shift in musicals toward realism. Films like Fiddler on the Roof and Cabaret brought raw emotion to the genre, moving away from escapism. While Grease leaned on Southern
Californias sunny vibe to broaden its appeal, it still paid homage to the stage. Though some scenes were filmed on Paramounts backlot, the majority captured the citys streets, giving the film a sense of place. This blend of location and fantasy defined its legacy, proving that musicals could thrive beyond the confines of a theater. Scroll to continue
reading We revisited the old L.A. stomping grounds of Sandy, Danny, the T-Birds, and the Pink Ladies for the 40th anniversary of one of the most popular movie musicals ever made, Grease. The film's opening was shot at Leo Carrillo Beach in Malibu, arguably the most filmed beach in movies and television. It's been seen in everything from Frankie
Avalon and Annette Funicello beach party films to The Karate Kid and The Craft.The original script for Grease didn't start with Sandy and Danny on an empty sun-drenched beach. Instead, they had Danny working at a summer resort, but the filmmakers abandoned that idea when they saw Leo Carrillo Beach and thought it would be better to have it
more open and generic. Kleiser was familiar with the location because he appeared as an extra in the Peter Sellers hippie comedy, I Love You, Alice B. Toklas.Grease was filmed between June and September of 1977, a perfect time of year to transform an L.A. school in the film's most central location of Rydell High. Venice High School was perfect
because of its classic, art deco faade. The production was given two weeks to film at Venice High School: one window between graduation and the start of summer school, and a second window after summer school ended and the regular school year started.The iconic reveal of T-Bird Danny Zuko was filmed on the first day of production for Grease.
The main entrance of Venice High School is still recognizable today. During the two weeks at Venice High School, the filmmakers shot two of the movie's most beloved musical numbers on the campus. Rizzo's introspective "There Are Worse Things I Could Do" was filmed along an exterior corridor, which remains mostly unchanged today.The
production team behind "Summer Nights" drew inspiration from a notable sequence in West Side Story, utilizing parallel action to create a cohesive visual narrative. This influence can be seen in the film's depiction of various locations within Venice High School, including the bleachers, parking lot, and gymnasium.the architecture, which lends itself
to double as a school that can be located in any number of places around the country. Its been seen in films like A Nightmare on Elm Street (1984), Pretty in Pink (1986), and Buffy the Vampire Slayer (1992), among dozens of others. It wasnt the schools gothic aesthetic, however, that attracted the filmmakers. When I saw John Marshall, there was
something that was very different about it, says Curtiss. the football field is situated downhill from the main school buildings and has a panoramic view of the Hollywood Hills and the surrounding neighborhood. Tell me about it, stud. Even though the location wasnt determined until about half way through production, rehearsals were being done on a
Paramount soundstage, using the entirety of the space from one end of the soundstage to the other, Kleiser told us. It was therefore a simple adaptation to take the films finale, We Go Together, and put it on any football field. In terms of using three different school locations, Kleiser says, We just hoped no one would notice and I dont think many
people did. It should also be noted that by the time the film wrapped, the football fields of all three schools were used. We Go Together John Marshall High School football field Venice High School, 13000 Venice Blvd., VeniceHuntington Park High School, 6020 Miles Ave., Huntington ParkJohn Marshall High School, 3939 Tracy St., Los Feliz Frenchies
House The T-Birds pull up to Frenchies house. After Danny breaks Sandys heart at the Rydell pep rally, amateur beautician, Frenchie (Didi Conn), invites Sandy over to her house for a slumber party with the rest of the Pink Ladies. the craftsman house chosen for Frenchies place was built in the early 1900s and is still standing today just a few
minutes from Marshall High School. I know that we werent shying away from feeling like Los Angeles, but I think that house had sort of a Midwestern flavor to it, says Curtiss. It was interesting, but it was a house that could have been in a lot of different areas of the country. It just looked like a small-town house, says Kleiser. We needed a place for
Rizzo to crawl down out of the window. I think we looked at a bunch of [houses] and said, That one looks cool. Frenchies bedroom where Rizzo sings Look at Me, Im Sandra Dee and the backyard where Sandy performs Hopelessly Devoted to You, which was written specifically for the film, were shot on sound stages at Paramount. Frenchies house in
Los Feliz 4524 Kingswell Ave., Los Feliz Lovers Lane Kenickie and Rizzo are rear-ended at the overlook point. whether on home video or at sing-along screenings, Grease is generally introduced to kids at young ages. its songs and colorful visuals tend to distract from any of the adult-oriented themes of the film, of which there are a few. Though the
makers of Grease toned down much of the shows explicit content, theres one scene in particular, adapted from the play, which flies way over childrens heads. Rizzo and Kenickie (the late Jeff Conaway) are making out at overlook point inside his newly purchased jalopy. He pulls a condom out of his pocket only for it to immediately break. He then
explains to Rizzo that he bought it when he was in the seventh grade. We later learn that Rizzo thinks shes pregnant. the location of the nighttime overlook scene is particularly difficult to identify due to the fact that the only identifying markers are the twinkling city lights below and a driveway that leads out of the parking lot. Thanks to Curtiss, who
has kept binders from the many films hes worked on over the years, he was able to quickly pinpoint the spot as the Bel Air Church on Mulholland Drive. Its located about a mile west of the 405 freeway and overlooks the San Fernando Valley. Parking lot at Bel Air Church We wanted to have all the lights of the city below and do a dolly across the cars,
so the typical place where kids go to make out, says Kleiser. I know it wasnt completely an innocent scene, says Curtiss. Luckily, the church didnt seem to have reservations about the scene to be shot. I cant remember if we had to get script approval for that one. (I know at Venice High School, the principal wanted to see the script pages.) We were
honest with them. We told them it was a lovers lane scene and I think were just there one night, says Curtiss. My recollection is they were happy to be a part of it. Leos (Dennis Stewart) customized 1949 Mercury speeds out of the parking lot. Parking lot at Bel Air Church 16221 Mulholland Dr., Encino The Drive-In Watching The Blob at the drive-in by
the time Grease was filmed, the popularity of the drive-in had almost all but fizzled away. when it came to choosing a location for a sequence in which the entire main cast goes to the movies, choosing a drive-in location was fairly simple. the filmmakers decided on the Pickwick Drive-In in Burbank, which was also used as a backdrop to films such as
Christine (1983) and Blue Thunder (1983). That was the only one that we thought of because it was close, it was open, and it was working. I dont remember looking at anything else, says Kleiser.The Pickwick Drive-In, a beloved spot from the past, held a special place for Curtiss, who had fond memories of it. He shared his thoughts on how much he
liked the movie "Grease," which was set in the iconic Rancho Marketplace shopping center, now built where the drive-in once stood.Curtiss recalled that the Studio Drive-In in Culver City, another historic spot, was used during the filming of Pee-wees Big Adventure. The Rancho Marketplace shopping center served as the backdrop for many
memorable scenes, including those on Thunder Road, which is where Grease began.Curtis noted how much he admired the location choices made by director Randal Kleiser, who chose to film along the L.A. River, especially its downtown stretch. This was done in the 1950s style, as seen in Ben-Hur, a classic movie that had inspired Kleiser's vision for
Grease.The director recalled how he had initially envisioned floats on the football field but ultimately settled for filming the race scene on the L.A. River walls due to budget constraints. The river became an integral part of the film's setting and was used in various memorable scenes, showcasing its scenic beauty.Some locations are now closed or have
changed over time. Curtiss emphasized that some areas are private property and must be respected, encouraging viewers to stay away from these spots out of consideration for property owners.Unfortunately for Cynthia, her Pink Ladies jacket slipped off, revealing her true identity. The girls made a daring escape while creating a diversion. But it was
all part of Jane's plan to humiliate Susan St. Clair and the cheerleaders who had orchestrated the whole thing.[1] Student Council Elections[] The school gathered in the auditorium for the student council candidate announcements. Buddy announced his platform, which was basically "business as usual". Miss McGee called Jane up on stage, but she
wanted to withdraw. Someone shouted a nasty insult from the crowd, and Jane took a stand, defending Rydell High's right to have fun. Olivia, Cynthia, and Nancy supported Jane, and the four girls stood together on stage. The crowd booed them mercilessly, calling them tramps. McGee threatened detention if they didn't stop, but it only fueled their
determination. Jane decided to run for president after all, which sparked a mix of reactions from the crowd. Cynthia shouted "Vote for Jane!" and mooned the audience, followed by her friends. They gave parting words as they fled the stage with everyone in hot pursuit.[1] The mothers of Rydell started a phone tree to spread the news about the new
girl gang at Rydell High. McGee got a hold of their parents after several attempts and called them to come pick up their girls. The Rydell Review printed an article about the girls' antics, including their indecent exposure at the assembly. Olivia, Jane, Cynthia, and Nancy were given detention as punishment but managed to get out of it somehow. They
decided to snoop around instead. Meanwhile, they broke into the principal's office to investigate Buddy. Olivia discovered some shocking information - Mr. Daniels had framed her in the past.[1] The girls' missions were unsuccessful, but McGee found their handiwork later on. When she searched Buddy's locker, she found a poster defaced with "Vote
Pink" graffiti. She called them into her office once again and assigned them tasks to keep them occupied after school. Cynthia was sent to the thespians to learn some acting skills, Olivia became McGee's new office assistant, Jane became a hall monitor, and Nancy got stuck doing whatever job needed doing.[2] The girls donned their new jackets,
solidifying themselves as Rydell High's newest gang - the Pink Ladies.[3] New student Hazel Robertson struggled to find her place at Rydell. Meanwhile, the Pink Ladies were busy campaigning when Olivia designed buttons for Jane, which they passed out around school. Buddy and the Socs announced that if he was elected, Fall Ball would be held at
the Rydell Athletic Club again. The crowd cheered, but it didn't sit well with the Pink Ladies. Jane had a change of heart after Hazel pointed out that not everyone shares her idea of fun. The nominee broke into McGee's office to announce her promise to have a new Fall Ball in the school gym and get Johnny Vroom to D]. The student body approached
Jane at the Frosty Palace, sharing their various problems that she vowed to address. Just as things were going well, Jim Johnson arrived with his broadcasting equipment.[4]The students at Rydell High were subject to strict dress code rules, which included wearing long-sleeved button-up shirts, no sneakers, and no tight clothing. The ladies had to
wear skirts below the knee and shirts up to the neck. Jackets were even banned, which angered the student body. Olivia wanted to print a response, but Mr. Daniels refused, instead giving her a puff piece about the football game that evening. She forged his signature, leading to the whole paper being tossed out.Meanwhile, McGee gave Nancy the
role of Rowdy, the football mascot. During the game, Wally received a pep talk from Rowdy, and the Pink Ladies took action against those pointing fingers at them. They stole back the jackets and flipped off Nicholson and McGee.The next day, Rydell High watched a video about what to do when an atomic bomb hits. The students then went to the
Drive-in theater to watch Halloween movies. The Socs advertised a party on Sparrow Lane, calling it "Ry-Hell" to show their dark future if they voted for Jane Facciano.Jane used a dome to make them eat brains, and Dot screamed from her zombie-brain costume. She gave a speech about the real "Ry-hell", where she called Buddy spineless. Susan
tried to hide it but no one believed her. Buddy followed the microphone cord while Jane continued her tirade, shifting the party from being about Buddy to being Jane's.Susan saw the Pink Ladies and Potato clustered together and told them to leave. Cynthia called it a bomb, just as a flash of light exploded outside. Everyone screamed and took cover
while the T-Birds stared up at the flashes of color. Jane emerged, scared, and saw Richie through the sparks of fireworks.One of the sparks caught a girl's costume on fire, and everyone flanked to stomp out the sparks. Susan shouted that this was what they wanted to warn everyone about - that Jane would burn the town down. The next morning at
Rydell High School, the staff prepared for the election that day.Miss McGee set up the booths as she celebrated the end of the student council elections. Other faculty members joined her in her "Election Song". That afternoon, the student body lined up to vote for the student council president. The Socs, T-Birds, Thespians, nerds, choir, and Pink
Ladies all voted.Miss McGee counted out the votes for student council in front of Principal Nicholson, Olivia, Tippy St. Clair, Dick Aldridge, and two members of the school board. Jane won with 213 votes, which pleased McGee as they lived through history. But there was a miscount, and Dick asked if they were sure.Tippy exclaimed that it was
ludicrous, while Nicholson told her not to rain on some people's parades. McGee and Olivia left to type up an announcement, but Olivia knew better. She wanted to investigate the election for The Rydell Review. McGee convinced Mr. Daniels to allow it.The following day, McGee announced over the intercom that the new Rydell High class president
was Buddy Aldridge. But Olivia knew better, and she wanted to crack open the story. She looked at the voting records with Mr. Daniels and found a discrepancy. 213 people signed in to vote, but only 181 were counted.Even teachers had to feel alive sometimes, which Olivia teased was sad. Everyone voted during homeroom so if they could get the
attendance records, they could be sure votes were missed. Olivia told McGee about her plan, and the assistant principal confronted Principal Nicholson about the miscount. He admitted that Jane did win but gave it to Buddy because he needed it more for college.Girls only went to college to get their MRS degree. Buddy could be somebody in the
world. McGee would find that out when she became his replacement after he ran for superintendent - she just had to play her cards right.The fate of the fall dance now rested on Buddy's shoulders as student body president. He enlisted Jane's help as his second in command, but their efforts were hindered by the PTA's disapproval of Johnny Vavoom's
involvement. Buddy decided to take matters into his own hands and visited Johnny Vavoom's studio to persuade him to DJ the dance. Later, he discovered that the election had been rigged in his favor, but chose to keep this information from Jane.Channel 8 news broadcasted an episode titled "The Changing Teenager," featuring Tippy St. Clair, who
expressed her horror at the upcoming rock and roll dance. The Pink Ladies argued with the student council, led by Dot, Susan, Lucille, and two other girls, over the proposed dress code and ticket prices. With Buddy absent, Susan took charge and presented their proposal to the PTA.The PTA was skeptical, citing concerns about the negative effects of
rock and roll on students. However, Nicholson eventually agreed to the dance, with conditions that the event would be supervised by chaperones and the school's code of conduct would be enforced. The Pink Ladies were disappointed but vowed to continue their efforts. They decided to move the dance to the Frosty Palace and spread the word
through the student body.Rydell High, the fictional institution from the 1978 film Grease, was a roaring success and Susan arranged for Johnny Vavoom to perform at the Frosty Palace dance. However, things took a turn when Susan arrived and argued with Olivia, leading to a heated argument that spiraled out of control. The girls hurled insults at
each other, while Buddy got involved in trying to talk to Jane, who had learned that her father was involved in a scandalous election rigging scheme. Richie intervened, but the situation escalated into a fight between the boys, which led to their arrest and expulsion from Rydell High due to Richie's and Buddy's involvement. School Lockdown at Rydell
High became necessary after the incident, and the students were left scatterred, especially when the police arrived on the scene.Rydell High's carnival was a major event in 1958, featuring a National Dance-Off competition. In 1961, Johnny Nogerelli and Michael did their transaction in the same hallway where Stephanie Zinone had reamed Michael
Carrington with Cool Rider earlier that year. The June Moon Talent Show also took place at Rydell High's auditorium.The cafeteria, which was featured in the film Charades, is actually located at Excelsior High School, not Rydell High. Coach Calhoun drilled the T-Birds during track and field events, using a tackling sled to help them improve their
skills. The staff at Rydell included Principal Greta McGee, Assistant Vice Principal Leonard Daniels, and English Teacher Mr. Ford.Rydell High's notable alumni include Sandy Olsson, Danny Zuko, Jan Marty, Maraschino Frenchy Facciano, Kenickie Murdoch, Putzie, Betty Rizzo, Leo Balmudo, Doody, Sonny, and Class of 1956 students. The school had
various clubs and sports teams, including Autoshop Cheerleading, Debate Club, Football Team, and the Rydell Review newspaper.The film's production team chose Venice High School as the primary location for Rydell High in Grease, while Excelsior High School served as the secondary location for Grease 2. The famous carnival finale took place at
Rydell High, where Sandy appeared in her iconic leather-clad makeover. The school has become an integral part of movie history and pop culture, with fans still searching for information about its fictional characters and filming locations.that came out four years later titled Grease 2 can certainly leave a lasting impact on the original storyline. The
narrative of Grease; is set in the late 1950s, and begins with all American local boy Danny Zuko parting ways with his true love Sandy Olsson, a prim Australian expatriate who hails from overseas. The two star-crossed lovers never expect to see each other again, but are surprised to find themselves at the same school Rydell High for the next term.
However, now that the leader of the T-Birds greaser gang, Danny initially seems to reject Sandy, much to her disappointment. Now, Sandy must devise a way to win back her love, while Danny struggles with his real identity in the face of love. If you were wondering what were the filming locations of Grease, read on. Where Was Grease Filmed? The
backdrop for the story line of Grease as well as most of the musical numbers is Rydell High School, attended by both Danny and Sandy. The school is located in an unnamed city in an unnamed state, but the original musical was written with William Howard Taft School in Chicago, Illinois in mind. However, the filming for the movie took place in large
part in various locales across the state of California, including three different high schools. On location filming also took place in locations including Los Angeles, Huntington Park, Malibu, and Burbank. Check out this picture of the two lead stars of Grease during the filming: Venice High School, Venice, Los Angeles, California Rydell High School as
depicted in the film is actually a composite of three different high schools in real life. The iconic art deco facade of Rydell High is represented by Venice High School in Venice, Los Angeles. Grease location manager Alan B. Curtiss explains, Unlike some of the other schools, there was a lot of depth from the street to get to the front of the building. Its
actually sort of a nice park feeling there. It really played well [for] the first day of school when the girls and everybody are arriving in the parking lot, and being able to do some nice walk-and-talks getting them towards the front of the building. Photographically, it worked. Venice High School has previously also served as the filming location for
movies such as Edward Nortons American History X and the 2002 TV show American Dreams. Huntington Park High School, Huntington Park, California The interior school scenes including the classrooms as well as the big dance contest were filmed on location at the Huntington Park High School in Huntington Park, California. The location is about
fifteen miles east of Venice High School, and filming lasted for about three weeks on the premises. John Marshall High School, Los Feliz, Los Angeles, California The grand carnival scene at the end of the film where the iconic performance for the soundtrack Youre The One That I Want takes place was filmed at John Marshall High School in Los
Angeles, California. This location has previously featured in a few prominent films such as Space Jam, A Nightmare on Elm Street, Grosse Pointe Blank, and Rebel Without a Cause. Check out this picture of the filming of the last scene in Grease: Filming Grease (1978). Costume designer Albert Wolsky. pic.twitter.com/rTPN5cPnpNu Lord Christopher
Laverty (@Clothesonfilm) April 6, 2016 Leo Carrillo State Beach, Malibu, California The parting lovers scene at the start of the movie while Love is a Many Splendored Thing plays in the background was filmed at the famed Leo Carrillo State Beach in Malibu. Leo Carrillo is one of the most famous cinema beaches of all time, having featured in movies
such as Inception, The Usual Suspects, 50 First Dates, Letters from Iwo Jima, and many more. Various Locations Across California Limited filming for certain scenes in Grease also took place in various locales across the state of California including the Los Angeles River Basin, Burbank, and Downtown Los Angeles. Read More: Where Was First Blood
Filmed?

Bobby rydell is the namesake of the high school in the movie grease. Grease school name. Grease high school location. What was the name of the fictional high school in the 1978 movie grease. Movie grease high
school name. Grease musical high school name. Grease lightning high school name.
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