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A	Degree	is	a	Level	6	Qualification	which	Offers	Variety	A	degree	is	considered	a	Level	6	qualification	in	the	UK	educational	system.	Surprisingly,	there	are	over	50,000	different	degree	courses	offered	by	universities	across	the	country.	When	studying	for	your	degree,	you	will	be	referred	to	as	an	undergraduate	student.	Each	university	provides	a
range	of	undergraduate	degrees	and	specifies	whether	their	courses	can	be	studied	full-time	or	part-time.	Typically,	a	full-time	degree	takes	three	years	to	complete;	however,	some	subjects	like	architecture,	medicine,	or	law	require	more	time	to	study.	Part-time	degrees	vary	in	duration,	with	some	taking	3-4	years	and	others	up	to	6-8	years	to	finish.
Degree	Types	The	most	common	types	of	degrees	are	Bachelor	of	Arts	(BA)	and	Bachelor	of	Science	(BSc).	A	BA	degree	is	usually	awarded	for	subjects	like	History,	Geography,	English,	or	Design,	while	a	BSc	degree	is	typically	given	in	Science	subjects	such	as	Chemistry,	Biology,	Computer	Science,	or	Physics.	The	title	of	the	degree	depends	on	the
chosen	subjects	and	the	university	attended.	Another	option	is	to	pursue	a	combined	degree	where	two	main	subject	areas	are	studied.	Degree	Structure	Studying	for	a	degree	involves	completing	a	certain	number	of	courses	or	modules,	which	can	last	anywhere	from	a	term	to	a	year	each.	Some	modules	are	compulsory,	while	others	allow	students
to	choose	topics	that	interest	them.	For	an	ordinary	(or	'pass')	degree,	students	need	to	study	at	a	basic	level.	However,	those	seeking	a	degree	with	honours	must	study	at	a	more	complex	level	and	achieve	specific	grades.	Honours	Degrees	Honours	degrees	are	divided	into	four	'classes'	or	grades:	1	(first	-	the	highest	level),	2.1	(upper	second),	2.2
(lower	second),	and	3	(third	or	pass).	Foundation	Degrees	These	are	new	two-year,	full-time	work-related	degrees	that	can	be	studied	part-time	over	a	longer	period	and	are	one	level	below	honours	degree	qualifications.	They	focus	on	practical	knowledge	and	skills	sought	by	employers,	including	practical	work	experience.	Continuing	Education	If
you	have	completed	a	Foundation	Degree,	there	may	be	options	to	continue	studying	for	another	year	or	two	to	achieve	an	honours	degree	qualification.	Degree	Definition	A	degree	is	defined	as	a	step	or	stage	in	a	process,	course,	or	order	of	classification.	It	also	refers	to	a	rank	or	grade	of	official,	ecclesiastical,	or	social	position.	In	genealogy,	it
represents	a	step	in	a	direct	line	of	descent	or	ascent	to	a	common	ancestor.	The	term	can	also	denote	the	extent,	measure,	or	scope	of	an	action,	condition,	or	relation	that	is	different	in	degree	but	not	in	kind,	requiring	a	high	degree	of	skill.	Degree	Meaning	In	education,	a	degree	refers	to	a	title	conferred	on	students	by	a	college,	university,	or
professional	school	upon	completion	of	a	program	of	study.	It	can	also	signify	the	extent	or	measure	of	something.	The	concept	of	degree	originated	from	ritualistic	societies	like	the	Knights	of	Columbus,	where	members	received	their	first	degree.	It	can	also	refer	to	academic	titles	conferred	for	distinguished	achievement	or	service.	In	mathematics,
a	degree	is	a	unit	of	measure	for	angles,	equal	to	an	angle	with	its	vertex	at	the	circle's	center	and	cutting	off	one-sixtieth	of	the	circumference.	Additionally,	it	refers	to	units	of	measure	for	arcs	of	a	circle	or	positions	on	earth.	In	music,	a	degree	can	mean	a	step,	note,	or	tone	in	a	scale,	or	a	line	on	the	staff.	In	mathematics,	the	degree	is	the	sum	of
exponents	of	variables	in	the	term	of	highest	power	in	a	polynomial	or	equation.	In	education,	degrees	are	titles	conferred	by	colleges	and	universities	to	indicate	completion	of	a	course	or	extent	of	academic	achievement.	The	hierarchy	of	degrees	dates	back	to	13th-century	Europe,	where	faculties	were	organized	into	guilds.	The	original	degree	was
that	of	master	or	doctor.	The	baccalaureate	degree	was	awarded	after	completing	a	three-	or	four-year	course	in	the	trivium	and	passing	exams.	This	allowed	students	to	proceed	with	studies	for	the	master's	or	doctor's	degree.	The	terms	master,	doctor,	and	professor	were	equivalent.	The	first	doctor	of	civil	law	degree	was	awarded	at	the	University
of	Bologna	in	the	12th	century,	followed	by	similar	degrees	in	canon	law,	medicine,	grammar,	logic,	and	philosophy.	The	hierarchy	of	academic	degrees	is	a	complex	system	that	varies	across	countries	and	institutions.	Typically,	the	progression	is	bachelor's	degree,	followed	by	master's	degree,	and	then	doctorate.	The	bachelor's	degree	usually	takes
four	years	to	complete	and	marks	the	end	of	undergraduate	study.	Master's	programs	typically	require	an	additional	one	to	two	years	and	focus	on	specialized	study.	Doctoral	degrees	are	often	the	longest	and	involve	original	research	or	examination.	In	the	US	and	UK,	the	system	is	standardized,	with	the	bachelor's	being	the	first	degree	in	arts	or
sciences.	Students	can	then	pursue	a	master's	degree,	which	may	be	obtained	by	exam	or	completing	research.	The	doctorate	is	usually	reserved	for	advanced	students	and	requires	prolonged	study	and	either	an	exam	or	original	research.	The	term	"doctor"	originated	from	the	Latin	word	for	teacher,	and	its	usage	has	evolved	over	time.	In	Germany,
the	doctorate	was	initially	interchangeable	with	the	master's	degree	but	later	became	distinct.	Today,	universities	worldwide	recognize	multiple	types	of	doctorates,	including	those	in	arts	and	sciences.	Some	countries	have	unique	systems,	such	as	France,	where	students	can	pursue	a	baccalauréat	(equivalent	to	a	high	school	diploma)	before
entering	university.	Others,	like	Germany,	award	diplomas	instead	of	degrees,	while	Russia	has	a	specific	system	for	diploma	examinations.	The	diversity	of	academic	degrees	in	English-speaking	countries	is	staggering,	with	over	1,500	different	degrees	awarded	in	the	US	alone.	These	include	specialized	fields	like	science,	technology,	engineering,
medicine,	and	education.	The	university	course	leads	to	the	candidate	of	science	degree,	which	is	granted	after	several	years	of	practical	and	academic	work,	thesis	completion,	and	is	equivalent	to	the	American	Ph.D.	The	Doctor	of	Science	degree	is	awarded	by	a	special	national	commission	for	original	and	important	research.	In	Japan,	students
typically	earn	gakushi	(bachelor)	degrees	after	four	years	and	hakushi	(doctor)	degrees	requiring	an	additional	two	to	five	years.	Master's	degrees	are	also	available.	Additionally,	universities	grant	honorary	doctorates	like	L.H.D.,	Litt.D.,	and	D.C.L.	to	recognize	outstanding	achievements	without	consideration	for	academic	attainment.
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