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Media	Platforms	Design	TeamSelecting	a	website	designer	and	working	with	him	or	her	to	develop	a	distinctive	online	presence	for	your	business	is	an	experience	that's	very	similar	to	a	homeowner	choosing	an	interior	designer.	Not	all	web	designers	are	equally	skilled,	and	even	when	you	find	someone	with	the	necessary	technical	know-how,	it's
still	important	to	ensure	that	you	speak	a	similar	design	language.	Once	you've	found	a	good	fit,	there	are	some	common	pitfalls	that	can	be	avoided	by	careful	planning	at	the	outset.	For	the	basic	dos	and	don'ts	of	web	design,	we	spoke	with	Elena	Frampton,	co-founder	of	Curated,	an	interior	design	firm	with	offices	in	New	York	and	Los	Angeles	that
recently	overhauled	its	website.	We	also	caught	up	with	Alex	Lin	of	Studio	Lin,	a	graphic	and	web	design	firm	that	has	created	websites	for	high-profile	designers	and	companies	such	as	Rich	Brilliant	Willing	and	Roll	&	Hill.	Do	come	to	the	table	with	inspiration.	"Be	specific	and	clear	about	your	goals	and	share	examples	of	other	websites—not
necessarily	design-related	ones—for	examples	of	functionality,"	says	Frampton.	"Look	for	great	homepage	features	and	clear	navigation."	Do	work	out	a	budget	that	everyone	agrees	on.	"The	web	design	team	we	initially	hired	presented	us	with	a	fixed	rate	estimate	based	on	our	budget,"	says	Frampton.	However,	"additional	service	fees	piled	up
quickly.	It	reminded	us	of	the	contractor	who	presents	a	good	bid	but	is	then	too	liberal	with	change	orders."	Do	consider	what	your	website	will	look	like	on	different	devices.	"Our	decisions	throughout	the	web	design	process	were	considered	for	each	platform,"	says	Frampton.	Make	sure	your	team	understands	you	want	your	site	to	look	great	on
computers,	tablets,	and	smartphones.	Do	make	things	easy	to	find.	"I	often	come	across	glitzy	sites	where	you	see	that	the	firm	has	been	published,	but	you	can't	zoom	in	on	articles	to	actually	read	the	stories,"	says	Frampton.	"While	people	do	preview	sites	quickly,	prospective	clients	and	viewers	who	matter	to	your	bottom	line	tend	to	do	their
homework	and	want	access	to	real	information."	The	same	goes	for	contact	information.	While	a	"Contact	Us"	form	may	look	fancy,	people	are	more	likely	to	click	on	an	email	address.	This	information	should	be	easy	to	find,	and	easy	to	follow.	Don't	let	style	get	in	the	way	of	substance.	"Avoid	overly	complicated	designs	and	illogical	navigation,"	says
Lin.	"It	will	only	frustrate	website	visitors."	If	you	have	your	heart	set	on	an	involved	introduction,	complete	with	music	and	animation,	at	least	include	a	"skip	intro"	button.	Remember:	People	want	to	see	your	work,	not	a	show.	Don't	think	that	once	the	site	is	built,	you're	done.	You'll	need	a	plan	for	updating	your	website	after	launch.	"Ask	who
maintains	the	websites	that	the	web	designers	have	created,"	says	Lin.	"You	want	to	find	a	web	designer	and	programming	team	that	understands	the	importance	of	a	good	content	management	system,	so	that	what	they	create	can	be	easily	managed	by	you.	The	content	management	system	should	be	something	that	you	can	easily	use	to	update,	edit,
and	upload	content."	Don't	underestimate	how	useful	your	website	can	be.	"Websites	can	be	more	than	just	an	opportunity	for	displaying	work,"	says	Lin.	"They	can	be	used	as	archiving	or	presentation	tools."	Try	labeling	your	categories	clearly	and	you'll	create	a	virtual	filing	system	you	and	your	staff	can	refer	back	to.	You	can	also	store	high-res
images	for	press,	and	start	a	blog	to	increase	engagement.	On	a	solo	road	trip,	an	audiobook	can	make	the	perfect	companion.	Or,	if	you’re	in	the	middle	of	a	task,	listening	to	one	can	leave	your	hands	and	your	eyes	free.	Ultimately,	there	are	plenty	of	reasons	why	people	prefer	audiobooks,	and	we	can’t	argue	with	any	of	them.		Whether	you’re
interested	in	expanding	your	audiobook	collection	or	you’re	just	trying	them	out	for	the	first	time,	check	out	some	of	our	favorite	and	completely	legal	websites	for	downloading	audiobooks	that	won’t	cost	you	a	dime.	Open	Culture	Open	Culture	is	one	of	the	better	gateway	websites	for	educational	and	cultural	media.	The	site	gathers	content	from
around	the	web	to	present	an	admirable	audiobook	collection	—	primarily	classics	—	you	can	stream	or	download.	The	site	organizes	audiobooks	by	genre	(fiction	and	literature,	nonfiction,	and	poetry)	and	alphabetically	listed	by	the	author’s	last	name.	Lit2Go	Lit2Go	offers	one	of	the	finer	sources	for	free	audiobooks.	The	throwback	site,	“a	part	of	the
Educational	Technology	Clearinghouse”	and	run	by	The	Florida	Center	for	Instructional	Technology	(University	of	South	Florida),	contains	a	comprehensive	collection	of	downloadable	short	stories,	books,	and	poems.	The	site	delivers	most	audiobooks	as	a	single	MP3	or	as	short,	segmented	passages	of	specific	chapters.	The	homepage	search	option
is	a	nice	touch,	as	is	the	black-and-white	artwork	accompanying	each	title	and	book	collection.	You	can	browse	by	author,	title,	genre,	collection,	and	reading	level	(grades	K	through	12).	Scribl	Formerly	known	as	Podiobooks,	Scribl	showcases	some	of	the	best,	off-the-beaten-path	audiobooks	found	on	the	internet,	many	of	which	are	recent
publications.	The	site	distributes	content	that	mostly	requires	payment,	but	its	collection	does	include	free	content	among	its	e-books,	audio	e-books,	and	podcasts.	Podcast	versions	of	books	are	usually	free	while	e-books	and	audiobooks	are	only	sometimes	free.	Loyal	Books	Formally	known	as	Books	Should	Be	Free,	Loyal	Books	is	a	family-friendly
website	catering	to	the	classic	literature	devotee.	The	site	offers	a	nice	collection	of	public-domain	novels	and	short	stories	in	multiple	languages.	They’re	available	in	MP3,	as	a	podcast,	iPod/iPhone	M4b,	and	as	an	RSS	feed.	You	can	also	stream	book	chapters.	The	site	lists	titles	by	genre,	language,	and	popularity.	You	can	search	for	specific	books
using	the	integrated	Google	search	bar	along	the	top.	Plus,	most	books	offer	ratings	and	reviews	from	fellow	listeners,	thus	giving	you	a	slightly	better	idea	of	what	to	expect	before	you	click	play.	Storynory	There’s	hardly	ever	enough	time	for	bedtime	stories	—	no	matter	how	amazing	you	are	as	a	parent.	Thankfully,	Storynory	provides	a	solution	for
those	who	simply	have	a	hard	time	reading	to	their	kids.	It	offers	a	collection	of	original	and	classic	fairy	tales	along	with	short	novels	specifically	tailored	for	children.	The	site	currently	offers	a	few	hundred	audiobooks,	a	number	that	steadily	grows	as	Storynory	routinely	publishes	at	least	one	new	story	each	week.	Storynory	also	touts	some	of	the
most	exuberant	narrators	around.	Given	that	each	story	utilizes	an	HTML	5	player	for	playback,	you	can	listen	on	nearly	any	smartphone,	tablet,	or	browser.	OverDrive	screenshot	OverDrive	currently	does	not	allow	users	to	purchase	audiobooks	directly	from	the	platform.	Instead,	this	app	pairs	with	your	local	library	or	school	and	shares	audiobooks
with	users,	like	you,	for	free.	The	app	functions	similarly	to	a	library—	the	same	rules	apply	as	though	you	were	borrowing	a	book	straight	from	your	library;	it’s	just	all	done	virtually.	The	book	you’re	borrowing	online	is	still	free	for	you	to	read,	but	you’ll	only	have	access	to	it	for	a	brief	time.	You	will	have	to	have	a	valid	library	card	or	a	school	ID	to
use	this	digital	service.	Unfortunately,	you’re	going	to	be	limited	to	the	catalog	available	in	your	library	or	school’s	digital	collection.	Keeping	that	in	mind,	the	availability	of	titles	will	depend	on	your	specific	institution.	To	borrow	an	OverDrive	audiobook,	you	can	simply	check	it	out	via	an	electronic	checkout.	If	it’s	not	available	right	now,	you	can	put
it	on	hold	and	wait	for	your	turn,	like	at	the	library.		To	find	your	local	library	or	school’s	catalog	of	titles,	try	checking	out	OverDrive’s	Libby	app.	That	app	functions	well	on	mobile	devices,	like	Android	or	iOS,	and	it	supports	several	public	libraries.	If	not,	you	could	try	out	Sora,	which	provides	audiobooks	to	students	through	their	school.	If	you	own
a	Sonos	speaker,	the	Libby	app	recently	became	compatible	on	those	devices.	Editors'	Recommendations	In	this	section:	About	FDA	About	This	Website	“What	are	some	cool	websites	where	you	can	download	free	stuff?”	asked	redditor	howtoadvanced.	He	got	over	5,000	answers.	We’ve	gone	through	and	categorized	the	best	ones,	identifying	each
resource.	You	could	spend	the	rest	of	your	life	just	entertaining	and	educating	yourself	with	the	free	books,	music,	games,	apps,	and	other	freebies	available	on	the	sites	listed	here.	(Don’t	go	cancelling	your	Netflix,	but	maybe	stop	paying	Amazon	for	books	that	Project	Gutenberg	hands	out	for	free.)Unless	noted	(and	with	the	possible	exception	of
some	“abandonware”	sites)	these	are	legal	and	legitimate	resources,	but	some	are	only	for	personal	use.	Always	check	before	you	use	a	resource	commercially	or	publicly.BooksI’m	always	trying	to	save	a	few	bucks	when	stocking	up	on	books	for	my	beat-up	Kindle	or	my	iPad.…Read	moreData(special	thanks	to	redditor	chinchalinchin)Quandl:	Free
and	paid	financial	dataAmerican	FactFinder:	Searchable	data	from	the	U.S.	censusLast10K.com:	SEC	filings,	including	annual	and	quarterly	reportsBEA:	Economic	data	from	the	U.S.	Bureau	of	Economic	AnalysisNASA’s	Open	Data	Portal:	Every	public	NASA	datasetOECD	Data:	International	economic	data	from	the	Organization	for	Economic



Cooperation	and	DevelopmentSexualitics:	Performance	data	from	a	large	portion	of	uploads	to	porn	sites	xHamster	and	XnxxProject	EUCLID:	Mathematics	papersarXiv.org:	Academic	papers	in	the	sciencesVertex42:	Spreadsheet	templates	for	Excel	and	Google	Sheets	You	know	how	to	tell	if	something	controversial	is	actually	true,	but	what	if	you
want	to	read	up…Read	moreVideo	GamesWindows/Mac/Linux:	While	Steam	has	its	share	of	indie	titles,	it	doesn’t	have	everything.	If	you’re	Read	moreDesign	and	ArtResource	Cards:	Catalog	of	free	resources	including	stock	photos,	icons,	and	tools	for	Photoshop,	Boostrap,	WordPress,	web	development,	and	SEOUnsplash,	Pixabay,	Pexels,
FreeImages,	and	Stockio:	Free	stock	photos,	all	suggested	by	redditor	NerdFerby.	We	use	a	lot	of	these	at	Lifehacker.Librestock:	Metasearch	that	combines	several	of	the	above	image	librariesAwesome	Images:	A	list	of	over	30	more	image	librariesSubtle	Patterns:	Background	pattern	imagesPlaceholder.com:	Simple	placeholder	images	marked	with
their	width	and	height,	at	any	measurementFlaticon,	Iconfinder,	Noun	Project,	and	Font	Awesome:	Free	and	paid	icon	setsDaFont,	Font	Squirrel,	and	Google	Fonts:	Downloadable	and	embeddable	fontsLost	Type	Co-op:	Small	collection	of	pay-what-you-want	fontsCreative	Market:	Cheap	and	free	design	elementsLoading.io:	Customizable	loading
animationsFinding	decent,	non-stock-y	images	that	are	free	to	use	can	sometimes	be	a	frustrating	search.	…Read	moreDevelopmentDear	Lifehacker,	I've	learned	to	code	and	want	to	start	using	GitHub	to	manage	my	projects.	Despite	Read	moreMusicMuch	to	Taylor	Swift’s	chagrin,	music	streaming	subscriptions	are	getting	cheaper	and	cheaper	these
Read	moreAppsSome	people	avoid	any	and	all	update	notices—and	you	can't	always	blame	them,	given	how	many	occur…Read	moreEtc.XOWA:	Download	all	of	WikipediaArchive.org:	A	motherlode	of	collections	of	music,	videos,	images,	games,	and	written	materials	from	non-profits,	schools,	government	organizations,	and	the	public	domain.	See	top
collections	on	the	front	page.	Also	home	to	the	Wayback	Machine.NYPL	Digital	Collections:	Digitized	ephemera	from	the	New	York	Public	LibraryLibrary	of	Congress	Digital	Collections:	Digitized	ephemera	from	the	Library	of	CongressLibrary	of	Babel:	Technically	contains	every	book	up	to	a	certain	length—because	it	contains	every	combination	of
characters,	almost	all	of	them	gibberish,	only	generated	the	moment	you	load	the	pageLibraries	are	a	pretty	awesome	resource.	They’re	full	of	tools,	information,	and	materials	anyone…Read	more3D	printing	is	a	great	way	to	create	something	truly	personal,	make	your	awesome	ideas	reality,	or…Read	moreBasically	Just	PiratingProbably	illegal.
Proceed	with	caution	and/or	guilt.There	are	more	BitTorrent	clients	than	we	could	possibly	compare,	but	some	of	the	most	popular—and…Read	moreFind	more	free	(and	legal)	resources	at	allOPEN.org,	a	collection	curated	by	redditor	corydave.What	are	some	cool	websites	where	you	can	download	free	stuff?	|	AskReddit
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